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SUMMARY  
 

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) exercises Central Government's statutory 

responsibilities for taking action when oil or hazardous and noxious substances 

emanating from any at-sea activity threatens the United Kingdom or its surrounding 

waters. As part of its commitment to provide cleaner seas around the United Kingdom, 

the MCA publishes, via ACOPS, an annual survey of reported discharges attributed to 

vessels and offshore oil and gas installations operating in the United Kingdom Pollution 

Control Zone (UKPCZ). The annual survey results complement historical data and 

records and enable MCA's Counter Pollution and Response (CPR) Team to monitor 

trends in the number of incidents, the amount of oil and chemicals spilt, the geographical 

distribution of spills, the sources of pollution and the nature of the pollution.   

 

Following analysis of 1,445 incident reports and supporting information, 582 separate 

accidental discharges from vessels and offshore oil and gas installations were identified 

in the survey area during 2010. An overall reduction of 7.5% was evident in the total 

number of incidents reported from all sources over the previous yearôs total.   

 

A reduction in the total number of vessel-sourced discharges reported during 2010, down 

from 168 during 2009 to 149 during 2010, was consistent with the underlying downward 

trend observed in the annual statistics since 2000.  

 

A 6.1% reduction was evident in the total number of reports by offshore oil and gas 

installations during 2010 which was the lowest annual total recorded since 2006.      

 

Further analysis of these statistics showed that the reported total of 266 oil reports from 

offshore oil and gas installations during 2010 was 14 fewer than the mean annual total of 

280 oil discharges reported between 2000 and 2009.   

 

The total of 167 non-mineral oil reports by offshore installations during 2010, primarily 

those involving chemical substances, was 3 fewer than the total recorded during the 

previous year.  

 

The total volume of accidental chemical discharges from offshore oil and gas installations 

in 2010 was 592,827 kg. This represents a decrease of approximately 54% when 

compared with the 2009 volume of 1,300,199 kg. The mean annual total volume of 

accidental chemical discharges from offshore oil and gas installations between 2005 and 

2009 was 723,429 kg.   

 

The reported incidents from all sources during 2010 comprised 70.3% mineral oils, 

29.2% chemicals (including oil-based mud) and 0.5% other substances (including 

vegetable and animal oils).     

 

Approximately 83% of all reported accidental discharges were in the open sea, 15% were 

in ports and harbours and 2% were across the remaining marine environmental zones. 

Survey respondents submitted details of 89 incidents involving accidental discharges 
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from vessels operating in ports and harbours during 2010 which was 22 fewer compared 

with the mean annual total of 111 discharges between 2000 and 2009.   

 

Estimated volumes of accidental discharges were recorded in 535 incident reports, or 

92% of the total. The modal class for oil discharges was again less than 455 litres but 

larger spill volumes of between 456 litres and approximately 330 tonnes were recorded in 

3 of the 11 survey enumeration areas. In total 6% of all oil discharges were greater than 

455 litres, when this information was recorded, compared with 8% during the previous 

year.    

 

The largest reported oil discharge, with a maximum estimated volume of 330 tonnes, 

occurred on 11 December at the Port of Liverpool after the bulk carrier MV Antonis 

(25,935 gt, built 1984) suffered a punctured topside fuel oil tank following contact with a 

swing bridge structure. All the heavy fuel oil was contained within an enclosed dock 

system and most was quickly recovered during a clean-up operation.  

 

The modal class for chemical spills was also less than 455 litres but 56 spills, or 31% of 

the total where the volumes were known, were of 1 tonne or more. The largest chemical 

incident was an ongoing release from the Dunbar installation, Nuggets subsea field 

hydraulic control system, of 104,030 kg of Oceanic HW540 from 1 January to 31 

December 2010. Extensive investigation work eventually located the release source and 

repairs were successfully completed in June 2011.  

 

At least 28 confirmed discharges were attributed to vessel casualties including 13 

pleasure craft and workboats, 9 fishing vessels, a bulk-carrier, an ex-minesweeper and an 

ex-ferry. Nine vessel-casualty spills occurred in the Irish Sea and 5 in the southern 

England survey enumeration areas.    

 

Reporting organisations submitted details of 2 successful prosecutions brought by the 

competent authorities during 2010. Both prosecutions were brought by the Mersey Docks 

and Harbour Company following fuel oil spills within enclosed dock areas at the Port of 

Liverpool. A fine of £10,000 was imposed on Henty Oil Limited following a 200-litre 

heavy fuel oil spill from the oil products/bunker barge Henty Progress on 26 January. 

Another fine of £50,000 was imposed on the same company following a 60-tonne gas oil 

spill from the oil storage barge Henty Supplier on 19 July.   

 

Observations from air surveillance patrols and a satellite surveillance programme were 

again employed by the MCA and DECC to help identify evidence of pollution at sea. 

 

 

                     _________________________________________________ 
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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION AND SURVEY DESIGN  

 

 
1.1 INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1.1 Since 1965 the Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS) has 

compiled statistics and other information on different types of marine pollution 

in the waters around the British Isles. The competent authorities and other 

stakeholder groups have used this information for a wide range of purposes 

including policy and planning decisions, evaluations of particular programmes, 

assessments of regulatory compliance levels, development of risk assessment 

models and to support educational campaigns. Examples of organisations that 

have consulted the survey data include the Department for Transport, European 

Commission, International Maritime Organisation, Local Authority 

Associations, the Scottish Government and the Welsh Assembly Government. 

 

1.1.2 The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) exercises Central Government's 

statutory responsibilities for taking action when oil or other hazardous and 

noxious substances emanating from any at-sea activity threatens the United 

Kingdom or its surrounding waters. As part of its commitment to provide 

cleaner seas around the United Kingdom the MCA publishes, via ACOPS, an 

annual survey of reported discharges attributed to vessels and offshore oil and 

gas installations operating in the United Kingdom Pollution Control Zone 

(UKPCZ). The survey results complement historical data and records and enable 

MCA's Counter Pollution and Response (CPR) Team to monitor trends in the 

number of incidents, the amount of oil and chemicals spilt, the geographical 

distribution of spills, the source of pollution and the nature of the pollution.   

 

1.2 SURVEY DESIGN 

 

1.2.1 In accordance with the MCA's survey specification a two-page questionnaire 

was designed to capture information relating to discharges of oil and other 

hazardous and noxious substances from vessels and offshore oil and gas 

installations. The survey area included the UKPCZ and adjacent areas of 

jurisdiction including ports, harbours and tidal stretches of rivers and estuaries. 

The boundaries of the UKPCZ are shown in Figure 2. The survey questionnaire 

and accompanying guidelines are provided in Appendix 2.     

 

1.2.2 The survey questionnaire was distributed to the appropriate representatives of 

coastal local authorities, port and harbour authorities, national environment 

agencies and animal welfare groups. In addition, questionnaire responses were 

supplemented with Petroleum Operation Notices (PON 1s) provided by the 

Department of Energy and Climate Changeôs (DECC) Offshore Environment 

Unit and Pollution Reports (POLREPS) provided by the MCA. PON 1s are 

submitted to DECC by offshore oil and gas installations for all unpermitted oil 

or chemical releases to sea regardless of the volume lost. The resulting 
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information was entered into a database identifying separate pollution incidents 

by date, location and other survey attributes.     

 

1.2.3 Following analysis of data the survey results were presented in a range of 

different formats. In Section 2 descriptive statistics are provided for reported 

discharges including some numerical trends with 2000 as the base year and also 

including categories and types of polluting substances, geographical locations 

and distributions of incidents, amount and extent of reported pollution, sources, 

details of prosecutions brought by the competent authorities and reporting effort.  

 

1.2.4 In Section 3 summary reports are provided for all larger discharges of 2 tonnes 

or more. Further information is provided in Section 4 for each of 11 

geographical areas around the United Kingdom including the causes of 

particular incidents and counter-pollution responses where appropriate.    

 

1.2.5 Elements of the survey quality assurance programme are outlined in Section 5 

including the number of incident reports compiled from information submitted 

by two or more reporting organizations. Moreover, the current database is 

provided in Appendix 1 as part of the quality assurance programme in order to 

ensure the reliability and accuracy of the survey results. This is further enhanced 

by posting the survey report on the MCAôs website as a publicly available 

document for scrutiny by all interested stakeholder groups. 

 

 

_______________________________________ 
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SECTION 2: DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS AND TREND 

ASSESSMENTS 

 
 

2.1 NUMERICAL TRENDS IN REPORTED DISCHARGES  

 

2.1.1 Following analysis of 1,445 incident reports and supporting information, 582 

separate discharges from vessels and offshore oil and gas installations were 

identified within the survey area during 2010. An overall reduction of 7.5% was 

evident in the total number of incidents reported over the previous yearôs total. 

 

2.1.2 Trends in annual totals for reported discharges between 2000 and 2010 are 

displayed in Figure 1, including separate line graphs for vessels and offshore oil 

and gas installations.     

 

2.1.3 A reduction in the total number of vessel-sourced discharges reported during 

2010, down from 168 during 2009 to 149 during 2010, was consistent with the 

underlying downward trend observed in the annual statistics since 2000.       

 

2.1.4 A 6.1% reduction was evident in the total number of reports by offshore oil and 

gas installations during 2010 which was the lowest annual total recorded since 

2006.        

 

2.1.5 Further analysis of these statistics showed that the total of 266 oil reports from 

offshore oil and gas installations during 2010 was 14 fewer than the mean 

annual total of 280 oil discharges reported between 2000 and 2009.  

 

2.1.6 The total of 167 non-mineral oil reports by offshore installations during 2010, 

primarily those involving chemical substances, was 3 fewer than the total 

recorded during the previous year. The total volume of accidental chemical 

discharges from offshore oil and gas installations in 2010 was 592,827 kg. This 

represents a decrease of approximately 54% when compared with the 2009 

volume of 1,300,199 kg. The mean annual total volume of accidental chemical 

discharges from offshore oil and gas installations between 2005 and 2009 was 

723,429 kg. Further details are provided in Appendix 1.     

 

2.2 CATEGORIES OF REPORTED DISCHA RGES            

 

2.2.1 In Table 1 statistics are provided showing the different categories and numbers 

of discharges reported during 2009 and 2010 for each of 11 enumeration areas. 

Geographical boundaries of each enumeration area and the complete survey area 

are shown in Figure 2. It should be noted that the statistics for discharges in the 

United Kingdom Continental Shelf (UKCS) Oil and Gas enumeration area have 

been presented in two source categories: offshore oil and gas installations, and 

vessels.            
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TABLE 1: TOTAL INCIDENTS REPORTED BY CATEGORY OF POLLUTION AND ENUMERATION AREA FOR 2009 

AND 2010 
(a)

. 

 

 

Enumeration  

Area 

Mineral 

oils 

Garbage Vegetable & 

animal oils 

Chemicals Other 

substances 

Totals 

1. North-east England 14 (11) - (-) - (-) 1 (-) - (-) 15 (11) 

2. Eastern England 9 (5) - (-) - (1) - (-) - (-)  9 (6) 

3. Essex & Kent 10 (6) - (-) 1 (2) 1 (1) - (-) 12 (9) 

4. Southern England  27 (31) - (-) 1 (1) - (1) - (-) 28 (33) 

5. South-west England  11 (16) - (-) - (-) - (-) - (-)  11 (16) 

6. Bristol Channel & South Wales 6 (10) - (-) - (-) - (-) - (-) 6 (10) 

7. Irish Sea 14 (8) - (-) - (-) - (-) - (-) 14 (8) 

8. Western Scotland  9 (14)  - (-) - (-) - (-) - (-) 9 (14) 

9. Orkney & Shetland Islands 1 (9) - (-) - (-) - (-) - (-) 1 (9) 

10. Eastern Scotland 27 (26) - (-) 1 (1) 1 (1) - (-) 29 (28) 

11. UKCS oil & gas installations 266 (291) - (-) - (-) 167 (170) - (-) 433 (461) 

11. UKCS vessels 15 (24) -  (-) - (-) - (-) - (-) 15 (24) 

Totals 409 (451) - (-) 3 (5)  170 (173) - (-) 582 (629) 

 

 

(a)   The figures in parenthesis are the corresponding values from the 2009 survey. 
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2.2.2 The discharges from all sources reported during 2010 comprised 70.3% mineral 

oils, 29.2% chemicals (including oil-based mud) and 0.5% other substances 

(including vegetable and animal oils). During 2010 there were no reports of any 

observed discharges of garbage at sea from vessels or offshore oil and gas 

installations.                   

 

2.3 LOCATIONS OF REPORTED DISCHARGES  

 

2.3.1 The geographical location of each reported discharge has been identified in 

Appendix 1 together with other information for each incident.  To facilitate 

comparisons with previous yearsô data, reported locations of all vessel-source oil 

discharges in the open sea, nearshore waters and estuaries during 2010 are 

plotted in Figure 3. Data for ports have been grouped separately for England, 

Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.   

 

2.3.2 The overall geographical pattern for vessel-source oil discharges in the survey 

area during 2010 showed fewer reports of incidents across 6 enumeration areas, 

with the highest density of reported incidents in the open sea occurring in the 

vicinity of oil and gas installations and in the English Channel and Dover Strait.    

 

2.3.3 The geographical locations of all discharges are further analysed by their 

distribution across five marine environmental zones in each enumeration area: 

open sea; tidal river or estuary; bay or nearshore waters; beach or shore; and port 

or harbour. The results are presented in Table 2 which show that 83% of all 

discharges were reported in the open sea, 15% in ports or harbours and 2% 

across the remaining zones. 

 

2.3.4 Reporting organisations submitted details of 89 incidents involving discharges 

of polluting substances from vessels operating in ports or harbours during 2010, 

which was 22 fewer than the mean annual total of 111 discharges between 2000 

and 2009. Further details are provided in Section 4.     

 

2.4 AMOUNT AND EXTENT OF REPORTED POLLUTION  

 

2.4.1 Information describing observed dimensions and volumes of pollution for each 

enumeration area is presented in Table 3. It should be noted, however, that 

details of the linear extent of pollution were not available for 77% of the total 

number of incidents reported. Likewise, estimates for volumes of discharges 

were not confirmed in written reports for 47 incidents or 8% of the total 

reported.  

 

2.4.2 Excluding discharges from offshore oil and gas installations and vessels 

operating in the UKCS area 11, approximately 10% of oil slicks or sheens were 

greater than 1.6 km in length when this information was reported. Broadly 

comparable statistics from the 1995, 2000 and 2005 surveys were 15%, 12% and 

7% respectively.   
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TABLE 2: TOTAL INCIDENTS REPORTED AND DISTRIBUTION BY MARINE E NVIRONMENTAL ZONE AND 

ENUMERATION AREA 
(a)

. 

 

 

Enumeration area  Open sea Tidal river/ 

estuary 

Bay/nearshore 

waters 

Beach/shore Port/harbour  Totals 

1. North-east England 7 - - - 8 (1) 15 (1) 

2. Eastern England 1 - - - 8 9 

3. Essex & Kent 5 (1) - - 1 6 (1) 12 (2) 

4. Southern England 7 - - 1 (1) 20 28 (1) 

5. South-west England 6 - 1 - 4 11 

6. Bristol Channel & South Wales - - - 1 5 6 

7. Irish Sea - - 3 - 11 14 

8. Western Scotland - - 2 - 7 9 

9. Orkney & Shetland Islands - - - - 1 1 

10. Eastern Scotland 10 (2) - - - 19 29 (2) 

11. UKCS oil & gas installations 433 (167) (b) (b) (b) (b) 433 (167) 

11. UKCS vessels 15 (b) (b) (b) (b) 15 

Totals 484 (170) -  (-) 6 (-) 3 (1) 89 (2) 582 (173) 
 

 

 

(a)    The figures in parenthesis are included in the totals and refer to incidents involving discharges of substances other than mineral oil.   

 

(b)    Not applicable.  
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TABLE 3:  AMOUNT AND EXTENT OF REPORTED POLLUTION BY ENUMERATION AREA (a)
. 

 

 

Enumeration area Linear extent of pollution 
(b)

  Estimated volumes of discharges 

 Water surface Shoreline 

 

1-455 

litres 

456 litres ï 

999 litres 

1-50 tonnes >50 

tonnes 

Not 

known 
 <1.6 km >1.6 km < 1.6 

km 

> 1.6 

km 

     

1. North-east England 14 (1) 1 - - 9 (1) - - - 6 

2. Eastern England 8 1 - - 7 - - - 2 

3. Essex & Kent  8 (1) 3 (1) - 1 6 (1) - - - 6 (1) 

4. Southern England 20 7 - 1 (1) 22 (1) - 1 - 5 

5. South-west England 10 1 - - 6 - - - 5 

6. Bristol Channel & South Wales 5 - - 1 4 - - - 2 

7. Irish Sea 14 - - - 7 - 1 2 4 

8. Western Scotland 9 - - - 3 - - - 6 

9. Orkney & Shetland Islands 1 - - - 1 - - - - 

10. Eastern Scotland 27 2 (2) - - 19 - - - 10 (2) 

11. UKCS oil & gas installations (c) (c) (d) (d) (e)361 (102) 23 (17) 59 (53) 3 (3) - 

11. UKCS vessels (c) (c) (d) (d) 7 3 4 - 1 

Totals 116 (2) 15 (3) -  3 (1) 452 (105) 26 (17) 65 (53) 5 (3) 47 (3) 
 

 

(a)  The figures in parenthesis are included in the totals and refer to incidents involving discharges of substances other than mineral 

oil. 
(b)  The units given are the maximum observed linear dimensions of pollution on water or the shoreline. The data were derived from 

134 incident reports in which this information was recorded. 
(c)  Information provided but in a different format for comparisons with vessel discharges. 
(d)   Not applicable. 
(e) The figures include the 2010 volumes of discharges from 13 ongoing incidents that commenced during 2006, 2007, 2008 & 2009 

(Refer to Appendix 1 Table 11). 
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2.4.3 The modal class for all oil discharges was again less than 455 litres but larger 

estimated maximum volumes of between 456 litres and 280 tonnes were 

recorded in 3 of the 11 survey enumeration areas. In total, 6% of all oil 

discharges were greater than 455 litres when this information was recorded, 

compared with 8% during the previous year.       

 

2.4.4 The largest oil discharge with a maximum estimated volume of 330 tonnes 

occurred on 11 December at the Port of Liverpool after the bulk carrier MV 

Antonis (25,935 gt, built 1984) suffered a punctured topside fuel oil tank 

following contact with a swing bridge structure. All the pollution was contained 

within the enclosed dock system and none entered the River Mersey (Refer 

4.7.4).   

 

2.4.5 The modal class for chemical spills was also less than 455 litres but 56 spills, or 

31% of the total where the volumes were known, were of 1 tonne or more. The 

largest chemical incident was an ongoing release from the Dunbar installation, 

Nuggets subsea field hydraulic control system, of 104,030 kg of Oceanic 

HW540 from 1 January to 31 December 2010.  Extensive investigation work 

eventually located the release source and repairs were successfully completed in 

June 2011 (Refer 3.31 UKCS/1416).  

 

2.4.6 In Section 3 details are provided for all reports involving releases or discharges 

of 2 tonnes or more during 2010 including 7 incidents that commenced during 

previous years.    

 

2.5 CATEGORIES AND TYPES OF POLLUTION  

 

2.5.1 Statistics showing the different categories and types of polluting substances are 

presented in Table 4. Mineral oils were again the most frequently recorded 

category of polluting substances and were identified in 70% of incident reports. 

Crude oils accounted for 28% of the identified types of mineral oil discharges 

and this figure was 6% more than the previous yearôs. The largest crude oil spill 

with an estimated maximum volume of 57.13 tonnes and occupying an area of 

11.22 km2 , was reported by an offshore installation on 20 March. A surveillance 

aircraft was tasked to overfly the area but the source of the surface sheen could 

not be identified.       

 

2.5.2 Bunker, diesel, fuel and gas oils were again spilt in varying quantities from 

vessels or oil and gas installations on 150 occasions, 13 fewer than the previous 

yearôs total, across all enumeration areas. The spills occurred most frequently 

during bunkering operations in the UKCS, southern England and Irish Sea 

enumeration areas.  
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TABLE 4:  IDENTIFICATION OF A SOURCE OF POLLUTION AND REPORTED TYPE BY ENUMERATION AREA.  

 

 Vessel/offshore Types of pollution 
(a)

 

Enumeration Area pollution source
 (b)

 

 
Mineral oils Garbage Other substances 

 Identified  Suspected 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

1. North-east England 9 (1) 6 - 7 3 - 4 - - - - - 1 - - 

2. Eastern England 7 2 - 7 - 1 1 - - - - - - - - 

3. Essex & Kent 8 (2) 4 - 6 1 1 2 - - - 1 - 1 - - 

4. Southern England 19 9 (1) - 21 - - 6 - - - 1 - - - - 

5. South-west England  8 3 - 7 2 - 2 - - - - - - - - 

6 6.   6.   6.Bristol Channel & South Wales 6 - - 5 - 1 - - - - - - - - - 

7. Irish Sea 14 - - 13 1 - - - - - - - - - - 

8. Western Scotland 9 - - 9 - - - - - - - - - - - 

9. Orkney & Shetland Islands 1 - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 

10. Eastern Scotland 22 (2) 7 1 10 8 1 7 - - - 1 - 1 - - 

11. UKCS oil & gas installations 433 (167) - 100 64 82 9 11 - - - - 24 143 - - 

11. UKCS vessels 1 14 2 - 1 - 12 - - - - - - - - 

 Totals 537 (172) 45 (1) 103 150 98 13 45 - - - 3 24 146 - - 

Percentage of total reports 92 8 18 26 17 2 8 - - - 0.5 4.1 25.1 - - 

Key: Mineral Oils  1: Crude oil. 2: Bunker, diesel, fuel and gas oils. 3: Lubrication & hydraulic oils. 4: Other oil types.  

  5: Unidentified oil.  

 Garbage 6: Galley wastes. 7: Other garbage types. 8. Unidentified type of garbage. 

Other substances 9: Animal & vegetable oils. 10: Oil-based mud products.  

 11: Other chemical substances. 12: Other substances. 13: Unidentified substances.    
 

(a)  The figures are frequencies for each of the categories shown and more than one entry may be made for each pollution incident.  
(b)  The figures in parenthesis are included in the totals and refer to incidents involving discharges of substances other than mineral 

 oils. 
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2.5.3 Human error during a topping-off operation was identified as the cause of a 200-

litre heavy fuel oil spill from the oil products tanker/port bunkering barge Henty 

Progress (365 gt, built 1965) at the Port of Liverpool on 26 January. Seven 

reporting organisations described an incident affecting the lower Thames 

Estuary shoreline following an accidental 400-litre fuel oil spill from the RO-RO 

cargo vessel Grande America (27,965 dwt, built 1997). Most of the pollution, in 

the form of oil globules, came ashore on the Essex side of the estuary and local 

authority clean-up operations were successfully completed with the assistance of 

Port of London Authority personnel and private contractors (Refer 4.3.8).      
 

2.5.4 Lubrication and hydraulic oil spills were recorded in 6 of the 11 survey 

enumeration areas with 82 spills attributed to offshore oil and gas installations. 

Respondents described the remaining types of mineral oil discharges as 

condensate, deck oils, emulsified oil, open drains oil, reformate and various 

waste oils.  
 

2.5.5 Respondents identified 173 discharges of substances other than mineral oils 

during 2009 compared with 178 discharges during 2009. Reporting 

organisations described 3 incidents involving animal and vegetable oils. A 

clean-up operation was required after palm oil residues were washed ashore 

along a stretch of the West Sussex coastline. The source of the pollution was 

believed to have been a permissible discharge from a product tanker following 

tank cleaning operations in the English Channel. A 150-litre rapeseed oil spill 

from the MTANKER Birthe Thersa was reported at Erith Reach on 25 

December.     
 

2.5.6 Offshore operators reported 167 incidents involving chemicals during 2010 

which was 3 fewer than the previous yearôs total. The identified substances were 

all associated with exploration and production operations and included barite, 

base oil, glycol solutions, hydraulic fluids, methanol and sodium. The estimated 

reported volumes ranged from less than 0.001 kg to 104,030 kg. Further details 

are provided in Section 3 and Appendix 1.     
 

2.5.7 Chemicals are required to be used as part of offshore exploration and production 

operations. The vast majority of chemicals spilled are regulated under the 

provisions of the Offshore Chemicals Regulations 2002 (OCR) for normal 

operational use and discharge to sea. Under the provisions of OCR each 

operational chemical is assessed to determine its potential environmental impact. 

None of the spill incidents gave risk to a significant environmental impact.   
   
2.6 REPORTED SOURCES OF POLLUTION   

 

2.6.1 The figures in Table 4 show for each enumeration area the numbers of incidents 

in which reporting organisations either identified a specific source of pollution 

or suspected a vessel or offshore pollution source. The statistics for the 

identified sources of pollution are further analysed in Table 5 to show the 

different types of vessels. Additional details including the names of vessels or 

installations are provided in Appendix 1. 
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TABLE  5: REPORTED SOURCE OF POLLUTION BY ENUMERATION AREA (a). 
 

Enumeration area MCT  MFV  MSV MT  MV  OOI PC WR O 

1. North-east England 1 (1) 2 - 2 1 - - 1 2 

2. Eastern England - 2 - - 3 - - - 2 

3. Essex & Kent 1 (1) - - 2 (1) 5 - - - - 

4. Southern England - 4 - - - - 14 - 1 

5. South-west England - - - 1 2 - 2 - 3 

6. Bristol Channel & South Wales - 3 - 1 - - 2 - - 

7. Irish Sea - 6 - 1 1 - 2 - 4 

8. Western Scotland - 4 - - - - 3 - 2 

9. Orkney & Shetland Islands - 1 - - - - - - - 

10. Eastern Scotland 1(1) 5 6 1 (1) 3 - 1 - 5 

11. UKCS oil & gas installations - - - - - 433 (167) - - - 

11. UKCS vessels - - 1 - - - - - - 

Totals  3 (3) 27 7 8 (2) 15 433 (167) 24 1 19 

 

Key: MCT:  Chemical tanker.      MFV:  Fishing vessel.      MSV: Offshore support vessel.      MT: Coastal oil tanker/VLCC.   

MV: General cargo vessel.   OOI: Offshore oil or gas installation. PC: Pleasure craft.   WR: Wreck.  O: Other type of  vessel.  
 

 

(a) The figures in parenthesis are included in the totals and refer to incidents involving discharges of substances other than mineral 

oils. 
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2.6.2 This method of analysis showed that oil and gas installations operating on the 

UKCS accounted for 81% of all identified reports of pollution compared with 

80% during the previous year. Corresponding statistics for fishing vessels, 

pleasure craft, general cargo vessels and the remaining types of vessels were 5%, 

4.5%, 2.8% and 7.1% respectively.   

 

2.6.3 Reporting organisations identified discharges from oil and chemical tankers on 

11 occasions during 2010 compared with 17 occasions during the previous year. 

Port and harbour authorities reported tanker incidents at Dover, Firth of Forth, 

Immingham, Liverpool, London, Milford Haven and Teesport. At Teesport a 

clean-up operation was carried out following a 50-litre benzene spill from the 

product tanker Trans Arctic and a warning letter was later served on the tankerôs 

operators by the Environment Agency. Four tanker incidents were identified in 

the North Sea and English Channel and 2 of these incidents were believed to 

have been caused by permissible discharges of chemicals in tank washings.       

 

2.6.4 At least 28 confirmed discharges were attributed to vessel casualties including 

13 pleasure craft and workboats, 9 fishing vessels, a bulk carrier, an ex-

minesweeper and an ex-ferry. Nine vessel-casualty spills occurred in the Irish 

Sea and 5 in the southern England survey enumeration areas. Moreover, vessel 

casualties accounted for 46% of all confirmed discharges attributed to pleasure 

craft and workboats and likewise 33% of all discharges attributed to fishing 

vessels. The corresponding statistics from the 2009 survey were 50% and 44% 

respectively. Further details identifying the likely causes of vessel casualties, 

when known, are provided in Section 4 and Appendix 1.   

 

2.6.5 The derelict ex-Mersey ferry MV Royal Iris (1,234 gt, built 1950), laid up near 

Woolwich on the River Thames, suffered an ingress of water on 31 January 

causing a minor diesel spillage. On 19 July the oil storage barge Henty Supplier 

(1,720 gt, built 1955) suffered a catastrophic failure of her hull causing a 60-

tonne gas oil spill in the enclosed Huskisson Dock at the Port of Liverpool. Most 

of the pollution was contained by booms and recovered by contractors over the 

following 2 days.  

 

2.6.6 In Scotland the 12-metre long MFV New Venture caught fire and was run 

aground near Lyndale Point in Loch Snizort Beag and a resulting surface sheen 

was dispersed by wave action. In another incident an absorbent sweep was 

deployed during a clean-up operation after a pleasure craft sank in Uig Harbour 

on 22 September. A light surface sheen was observed after the MFV Homeland 

sank off St Abbôs Head following a collision with the RO-RO passenger vessel 

Scottish Viking.    
 



18 

 

2.7 PROSECUTIONS 

 

2.7.1 Details of 2 successful prosecutions brought by the competent authorities during 

2010 are summarised in Table 6. Another case had not been called at the time of 

reporting and details will be provided in the next annual survey report.     

 

2.7.2 Both prosecutions were brought by the Mersey Docks and Harbour Company 

following fuel oil spills within enclosed dock areas at the Port of Liverpool. A 

fine of £10,000 was imposed on Henty Oil Limited following a 200-litre heavy 

fuel oil spill from the oil products tanker/bunker barge Henty Progress on 26 

January. Another fine of £50,000 was imposed on the same company following 

a 60-tonne spillage of gas oil from the oil storage barge Henty Supplier on 19 

July (Refer 4.7.2 & 4.7.3).          

 

2.8 REPORTING EFFORT  
 

2.8.1 The number of incident reports received from each of 10 reporting organisations 

is shown in Table 7. The total number of reports received and processed was 

1,445 from which 582 separate incidents were subsequently identified and 

entered into the 2010 database.   

 

2.8.2 Observations from air surveillance patrols and a satellite surveillance 

programme were again employed to help identify discharges from vessels and 

offshore oil and gas installations operating in the UKPCZ.  

 

 

___________________________________________________ 
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TABLE 6: DETAILS OF PROSECUTIONS BROUGHT BY THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES IN THE UNITED 

KINGDOM DURING 2008 (a)  

 

 

Date and location of incident Name of vessel or offshore installation 

and type of pollution 

Prosecution brought by Fine 

26 January 2010 Port of Liverpool MT Henty Progress 200 litres heavy fuel oil Mersey Docks & Harbour Company £10,000 

19 July 2010 Port of Liverpool Mbarge Henty Supplier 60 tonnes gas oil Mersey Docks & Harbour Company £50,000 
 

(a) Another case was under consideration at the time of reporting. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

   
 

Prosecutions brought under Control of Pollution Act 1974, Merchant Shipping Act 1995, Merchant Shipping (Prevention of Oil Pollution) 

Regulations 1996, Merchant Shipping (Dangerous or Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk) (Amendment) Regulations 1996, Merchant 

Shipping (Prevention of Pollution by Garbage) Regulations 1998, Offshore Chemicals Regulations 2002, Offshore Petroleum Activities 

(Oil Pollution Prevention and Control) Regulations 2005.  
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TABLE 7: TOTAL NUMBER OF INCIDENT REPORTS RECEIVED FROM EACH REPORTING ORGANISATION.  

 

 

Reporting organisations  Total number of 

reports received 

English and Welsh Local Authorities  140 

Environment Agency for England and Wales 9 

Sea Fisheries Committees in England & Wales 16 

Northern Ireland Environment Agency 1 

United Kingdom Ports 153 

Maritime and Coastguard Agency (a) 599 

DECC Offshore Environment Unit 448 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency 14 

Scottish Local Authorities 16 

Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 49 

Grand Total  1,445 

 

(a) The figure provided includes duplicate PON 1 reports provided by DECC which form 

part of the quality assurance process. Refer to Section 5. 
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SECTION 3: SUMMARY OF LARGER DISCHARGES (TWO 

TONNES OR MORE) DURING 2010 

 
(Refer to Section 4 and Appendix 1 for further details of each incident) 

 

The figures given below are indicative of the reported volumes of releases confirmed in 

written reports. However, incidents in which significant amounts of beach material 

were mixed with pollutants, or where the volumes released were not indicated or 

measured, are not included. The incidents are ordered according to spill size. Those 

that occurred over a period of time have been included at the end of this section. 

 

3.1 Irish Sea 11 December: MV Antonis (7-IS/293) 

The bulk carrier MV Antonis (25,935 gt, built 1984) made contact with a swing 

bridge structure whilst transiting the Langton Dock at the Port of Liverpool. A 

topside fuel oil tank was punctured during the collision causing a 330-tonne 

heavy fuel oil spillage. All the oil was contained within the enclosed dock system 

and most was quickly contained and removed. 

 

3.2 Irish Sea 19 July: Barge Henty Supplier (7-IS/276) 

The oil storage barge Henty Supplier (1,720 gt, built 1955), loaded with 

approximately 1,850 tonnes of gas oil, suffered a catastrophic failure of her hull 

while alongside the Huskisson Dock in the Port of Liverpool.  Approximately 60 

tonnes of oil spilled into the enclosed dock and most was quickly contained and 

recovered by contractors. Following a case brought by the Mersey Docks & 

Harbour Company a fine of £50,000 was imposed on the owner of the vessel.  

 

3.3 UKCS 20 March: unidentified vessel (12-UKCS/1588) 

The Clyde Alpha installation reported 2 large crude oil sheens to the west of the 

platform occupying a combined area of 11.2 km2 and with an estimated 

combined maximum volume of 57.14 tonnes. A surveillance aircraft was tasked 

to the area but the source of the discharge could not be identified. Oil samples 

were taken and the sheens later dispersed naturally.    

 

3.4 UKCS 12 March: TAQA Bratani North Cormorant (11-UKCS/1231) 

TAQA Bratani reported an incident involving a release from the North 

Cormorant installation of 55,000 kg of Versapro oil-based mud. This was caused 

by a blocked mud flow line. During mud pumping operations, returns were 

directed to the mud pits from the shakers via the open flow line ditch. The mud 

system was shut down to allow containment and clean-up. 

 

3.5  UKCS 2 October: Ithaca Energy Beatrice Alpha (11-UKCS/1503) 

Ithaca Energy UK Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Beatrice Alpha installation of 30,784 kg of sodium bromide due to an open valve 

on the reserve mud tank. The valve was closed and locked to prevent further 

release. 
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3.6 UKCS 25 March: Ithaca Energy Galaxy II (11-UKCS/1243) 

Ithaca Energy Limited reported an incident involving a release from the Galaxy 

II mobile drilling unit of 25,000 kg of Versaclean oil -based mud due to a system 

fault causing the mud flow line to overflow. The fault was rectified and the 

stand-by system rebooted to ensure systems were fully functional. 

 

3.7 UKCS 8 August: Total E&P Dunbar (11-UKCS/1442) 

Total E&P UK Limited reported an incident involving a release from the Dunbar 

installation of 14,900 kg of TROS 518 hydrate inhibitor due to a release from the 

Ellon and Grant subsea methanol injection system. Injection was stopped and the 

system isolated both subsea and topside. The system configuration was amended 

to prevent further chemical release. 

 

3.8 UKCS 8 August: CNR International Ninian Southern (11-UKCS/1443) 

CNR International Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Ninian Southern installation of 14,295 kg tri-ethylene glycol (TEG) and 235 kg 

CRW82600 corrosion inhibitor due to failure of a spool piece in the installations 

hot water system. The system was drained and the failed spool piece replaced 

before the system was returned to service. 

 

3.9 UKCS 11 March: unidentified vessel (12-UKCS/1586) 
The Clyde Alpha installation reported a surface crude oil sheen 2.4 km east of 

the platform occupying an area of 0.27 km2 and with an estimated maximum 

volume of 13.54 tonnes. A surveillance aircraft was tasked to the area but the 

source of the discharge could not be identified. The sheen later dispersed 

naturally.  

 

3.10  UKCS 14 July: Shell Guillemot (11-UKCS/1389) 

Shell UK Limited reported an incident involving a release from the Guillemot 

installation of 9,982 kg of methanol/flourodye due to a continuous leak detected 

within the umbilical termination assembly main umbilical entrance porch. The 

system was closed in and the line was not used until repair was carried out.  

 

3.11 UKCS 30 August: Talisman Clyde (11-UKCS/1468) 

Talisman Energy UK Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Clyde installation of 7,700 kg of fire-fighting foam caused by a valve failure 

allowing foam concentrate to be released when a fire pump started automatically 

in response to reduced ring main pressure. The faulty valve was replaced and 

measures were taken to prevent future unintentional foam releases. 

 

3.12 UKCS 18 November: Premier Oil Sedco 704 (11-UKCS/1542) 

Premier Oil reported an incident involving a release from the Sedco 704 mobile 

drilling unit of 6,638 kg of calcium chloride brine due to a failure of the lower 

slip joint packer. Operations were shut down to allow repair of the slip joint 

packers. 
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3.13 UKCS 12 August: Britannia Operator Britannia (11-UKCS/1449) 

Britannia Operator Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Britannia installation of 5,376 kg of TEG from the glycol dehydration system. 

The release occurred during the restart of the production process following a 

planned shutdown. Repairs were carried out and a number of actions undertaken 

to improve the system. 

 

3.14 UKCS 30 August: Nexen Petroleum Aoka Mizu Ettrick (11-UKCS/1469) 

Nexen Petroleum UK Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Aoka Mizu Ettrick installation of 4,740 kg of monoethylene glycol (MEG) due 

to over-pressure and rupture of bursting discs designed to protect the system. The 

discs were replaced with higher-temperature resistance versions and the system 

design is being reviewed.  

 

3.15  UKCS 26 June: Talisman Energy Piper B (11-UKCS/1363) 

Talisman Energy UK Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Piper B installation of 4,700 kg of Oceanic HW740R due to a leak from the 

subsea control module template. A faulty valve was rectified and no further leaks 

were reported. 

 

3.16 Irish Sea 12 November: unidentified scallop-fishing vessel (7-IS/288) 

A scallop fishing vessel was believed to have been the source the source of a 4.5- 

tonne diesel oil spillage in the North Basin at Whitehaven. The oil was contained 

within the dock system and removed over the following 2 days.      

 

3.17  UKCS 7 March: Total E&P Dunbar (11-UKCS/1219) 

Total E&P UK Limited reported an incident involving a release from the Dunbar 

installation of 4,125 kg of Oceanic HW443 during well servicing operations and 

when disengaging subsea tree hydraulics. The hydraulic supply was isolated and 

all releases stopped.  

 

3.18  UKCS 27 July: BP Bruce (11-UKCS/1410) 

BP Exploration Operating Company Limited reported an incident involving a 

release from the Bruce installation of 3,950 kg of Hytreat 9835. The hydrate 

inhibitor was injected into the rhum pipeline following an emergency shutdown. 

On start-up, the hydrate inhibitor flowed back to the installation and was 

separated and discharged to sea. BP has been advised to manage this activity 

though the permitting system in future 

 

3.19 UKCS 8 May: Nexen Petroleum GSF Arctic IV (11-UKCS/1289) 

Nexen Petroleum Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Arctic IV mobile drilling unit of 3,918 kg of Enviromul oil-based mud as a result 

of an overspill from the diverter. Function tests were carried out to ensure the 

system was operating correctly, preventing further loss. 
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3.20 UKCS 16 June: Perenco Bessemer 23E (11-UKCS/1344) 

Perenco UK reported an incident involving a release from the Bessemer 23E 

installation of 3,500 kg of MEG due to a failure in the T-piece of the umbilical. 

The MEG supply lines were isolated at the platform and investigations 

concluded it was unnecessary to continue using MEG where the leak occurred.  

 

3.21 UKCS 6 October: CNR International Ninian Southern (11-UKCS/1509) 

CNR International Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Ninian Southern installation of 3,285 kg of TEG and 248 kg CRW82600 

corrosion inhibitor due to a leak within the cooling medium system. The affected 

exchange plate was isolated pending removal and inspection planned for late 

November 2011.  

 

3.22  UKCS 29 August: CNR International Lyell Manifold (11-UKCS/1467) 

 CNR International Limited reported an incident involving a release, from the 

subsea Lyell Manifold tied back to the Ninian Southern Platform, of 3,400 kg of 

methanol. The affected annulus bleed line jumper hose was isolated and the 

estimated completion date for replacement is mid November 2011.  

 

3.23 Southern England 30 September: unidentified vessel (4-SE/149) 

A marine pollution surveillance aircraft reported a surface sheen in the English 

Channel covering an area of 7.68 km2 with an estimated maximum volume of 3.2 

tonnes. The source could not be identified. The sheen dispersed naturally.  

 

3.24 UKCS 11 May: BP ETAP (11-UKCS/1291) 

BP Exploration Operating Company Limited reported an incident involving a 

release from the ETAP installation of 3,040 kg of TEG due to a failure of the 

glycol pump seal. The pump was shut down, isolated and the joints checked for 

integrity. The seal was replaced and the maintenance regime revised. 

 

3.25 UKCS 15 July: BP Newsham (11-UKCS/1391) 

BP Exploration Operating Company Limited reported an incident involving a 

release from the Newsham installation of 2,544 kg of Oceanic HW540 due to a 

problem with the choke valve on the subsea template. The subsea control module 

was replaced and operating procedures revised. 

 

3.26 UKCS 23 March: Marathon Brae Bravo (11-UKCS/1239) 

Marathon Oil reported an incident involving a release from the Brae Bravo of 2.5 

tonnes of lubrication oil flowing from a gas compressor oil tank to the open 

storm drain then into the sea. The release was stopped and steps taken to prevent 

a recurrence. 

 

3.27 UKCS 14 August: Nexen Petroleum Scott (11-UKCS/1450) 

Nexen Petroleum Limited reported an incident involving a release from the Scott 

installation of 2,468 kg of oxygen scavenger from the storage tank to the safe 
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open drains tank on the UQ platform. Tank valves have now been incorporated 

into the platform critical valve lock register to prevent a recurrence. 

 

3.28 UKCS 24 June: BP Clair (11-UKCS/1357) 

BP Exploration Operating Company Limited reported an incident involving a 

release from the Clair installation of 2,426 kg of TEG due to a release of cooling 

medium into the open drains system as a result of an operator believing that this 

was a permissible activity. Awareness of chemical permit requirements was 

raised through additional training to prevent a recurrence.  

 

3.29 UKCS 9 October: unidentified vessel (12-UKCS/1601) 

The Gannet installation reported an oil sheen occupying an area of 7.78 km2 and 

with an estimated maximum volume of 2.33 tonnes. A standby vessel took oil 

samples and monitored the position of the sheen which was later dispersed by 

wave action.   

 

3.30 UKCS 9 March: Nexen Petroleum GSF Arctic IV (11-UKCS/1223) 

Nexen Petroleum Limited reported an incident involving a release from the 

Arctic IV mobile drilling unit of 2,273 kg of Stack Magic Eco due to a release 

occurring during function testing of the subsea blow-out protector when the pod 

failed to fully seat. The blow-out protector was subsequently re-seated, stopping 

the release, and function testing was completed. 

 

 

UKCS INCIDENTS OCCURRING OVER AN EXTENDED PERIOD DURING 

2010 
 

The following reported UKCS incidents occurred over a period of time within the year. 

 

In all cases where the source of the release was from subsea control equipment the 

fluids lost were associated with oil and gas exploration and production operational 

processes. The operator continued the release to maintain the integrity and 

functionality of the wells/equipment until equipment and dive support vessels could be 

resourced to complete the necessary repairs. 

 

Each release required the operator to assess the potential environmental impacts 

associated with the release. The operator in each case was required to provide regular 

updates on their management plan as part of investigations being conducted by DECC. 

Where necessary, meetings with the operator took place to discuss aspects associated 

with the incident. Discussions included the type and volume of fluid being released, the 

potential environmental impact and the operatorôs short-and long-term plans to stop 

the release and, where relevant, effect a final repair. 
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3.31 UKCS 01 January: Total E&P Dunbar (ongoing incident UKCS/1416 from 

15 July 2009) 

Total E&P UK Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release from 

the Dunbar installation, Nuggets subsea field hydraulic control system, of 

104,030 kg of Oceanic HW540 from 01 January 2010 to 31 December 2010. 

Extensive investigation work eventually located the release source and repairs 

were successfully completed in June 2011.  

 

3.32 UKCS 27 July: Maersk Oil Global Producer III/Donan (ongoing incident 11-

UKCS/1412 from 27 July 2010) 

Maersk Oil North Sea UK reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Global Producer III/Donan of 70,519 kg of Transaqua HT2 from 27 

July 2010 to 31 December 2010. This was due to an intermittent release from the 

subsea hydraulic valve. Testing, monitoring and repair operations were 

completed and the release stopped. 

 

3.33  UKCS 01 January: EnQuest Heather Heather (ongoing incident from 01 

January 2007) 

EnQuest Heather Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Broom subsea tie-back to the Heather installation of 26,323 kg of 

Transaqua HT2 from 01 January 2010 to 31 December 2010. This was assessed 

by the operator to be the result of a fault on the subsea tree. Subsea investigations 

during November 2010 failed to detect any release and EnQuest continued to 

investigate the source of this release. 

 

3.34 UKCS 4 July: BP Schiehallion (ongoing incident 11-UKCS/1374 from 04 

July 2010) 

BP Exploration Operating Company Limited reported an incident involving the 

ongoing release from the Schiehallion installation of 24,168 kg of Oceanic 

HW540 from 04 July 2010 to 23 September 2010. This was due to deterioration 

of the seal on a subsea control valve. The line was isolated and the release 

stopped.  

 

3.35 UKCS 5 May: Talisman Energy Clyde (ongoing incident 11-UKCS/1284 

from 05 May 2010) 

Talisman Energy UK Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Clyde installation of 15,335 kg of Transaqua HT2 from 05 May 2010 to 

31 December 2010. This was due to a hydraulic leak from the production wing 

valve on a subsea well. Diver intervention was undertaken to identify the source 

of the leak. 

 

3.36 UKCS 01 January: CNR International Petrojarl Banff (ongoing incident 

UKCS/1424 from 20 July 2009) 

CNR International Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Petrojarl Banff installation of 15,211 kg of Pelagic 100 from 01 January 

2010 to 15 February 2010 due to a release from a gas injection subsea isolation 
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valve. Repair work was undertaken by the operator and fluid use returned to 

normal levels. 

 

3.37 UKCS 01 January: BG Group Armada (ongoing incident from 20 November 

2006) 

BG Group Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release from the 

Armada installation of 15,071 kg of Transaqua HT2 from 01 January 2010 to 19 

July 2010. This was due to a release from the North West Seymour subsea 

hydraulic control system. The subsea control module was replaced and the 

release stopped.  

 

3.38 UKCS 27 April:  Shell UK Limited Shearwater (ongoing incident 11-

UKCS/1276 from 27 April 2010) 

Shell UK Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release from the 

Shearwater installation of 12,463 kg of methanol from 27 April 2010 to 30 June 

2010. This was due to a release from the subsea injection system that was 

subsequently investigated and repaired. 

 

3.39 UKCS 26 December: Talisman Energy Highlander (ongoing incident 11-

UKCS/1609 from 26 December 2010) 

Talisman Energy UK Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Highlander installation of 10,225 kg of Pelagic 100 from 26 December 

2010 to 31 December 2010. This was due to a failure of the template shuttle 

valve seal. The well has been shut in. 

 

3.40 UKCS 01 January: BP Bruce (ongoing incident UKCS/1628 from 21 

December 2009) 

BP Exploration Operating Company Limited reported an incident involving the 

ongoing release from the Bruce installation of 10,052 kg of Oceanic HW540 

from 01 January 2010 to 31 December 2010. This was due to a suspected 

hydraulic hose release subsea on the Bravo gas export isolation valve. 

Investigations to identify the source of the release are ongoing. 

 

3.41 UKCS 27 September: BG Group Armada (ongoing incident 11-UKCS/1499 

from 27 September 2010) 

BG Group Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release from the 

Armada installation of 7,333 kg of Transaqua HT2 from 27 September 2010 to 

06 December 2010. This was due to a hydraulic subsea release between the 

topsides terminal and subsea control. This was repaired and no further releases 

detected.  

 

3.42 UKCS 18 November: Nexen Petroleum Aoka Mizu Ettrick (ongoing incident 

11-UKCS/1543 from 18 November 2010) 

Nexen Petroleum Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Aoka Mizu Ettrick installation of 5,889 kg of Transaqua HT2 from 18 

November 2010 to 31 December 2010. This was due to a release from subsea 
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supply line connections. Inspection and repairs were carried out and releases 

stopped.  

 

3.43 UKCS 8 August: Mobil North Sea LLC Beryl Alpha (ongoing incident 11-

UKCS/1444 from 08 August 2010) 

Mobil North Sea LLC reported an incident involving the ongoing release from 

the Beryl Alpha installation of 5,130 kg of MEG, 1,199 kg EC1156A (combined 

scale/corrosion inhibitor) and 0.2 kg of fluorodye from 08 August 2010 to 24 

October 2010. This was due to a release from the Nevis subsea chemical 

distribution system. The source was identified and isolated to prevent further 

releases to sea. 

 

3.44 UKCS 09 April:  CNR International Petrojarl Banff (ongoing incident 11-

UKCS/1269 from 09 April 2010) 

CNR International Limited reported an incident involving an ongoing release 

from the subsea Kyle installation, tied back to the Petrojarl Banff platform, of 

4.23 tonnes of crude from 09 April 2010 to 23 April 2010. The Kyle system was 

depressurised and the leak isolated and repaired.   

 

3.45 UKCS 01 January: Hydrocarbon Resources Morecambe South (ongoing 

incident UKCS/1268 from 27 March 2009) 

Hydrocarbon Resources Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing 

release from the Dalton subsea installation, tied back to the Morecambe South 

platform, of 3,373 kg of Oceanic HW443 from 01 January 2010 to 31 December 

2010. Investigations are ongoing to identify the source of the release. 

 

3.46 UKCS 01 January: CNR International Tiffany/Thelma (ongoing incident 

UKCS/1178 from 23 August 2006) 

CNR International Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Thelma subsea system of 3.18 tonnes of Brayco Micronic from 01 

January 2010 to 31 December 2010. This was a result of a release from the 

hydraulic system. Following numerous subsea investigation campaigns by the 

company, losses have continued. CNR continues to investigate the source of this 

release. 

 

3.47 UKCS 5 March: Venture North Sea Gas Ltd Alison (ongoing incident 11-

UKCS/1213 from 05 March 2010) 

Venture North Sea Gas Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing 

release from the Alison installation of 3,024 kg of Aqualink 300E from 05 

March 2010 to 25 May 2010. This was due to a release at the subsea control 

module. The line was isolated to prevent further releases to sea until repairs 

could successfully be completed. 
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3.48 UKCS 20 October: CNR International Ninian Southern (ongoing incident 

11-UKCS/1525 from 20 October 2010) 

CNR International Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release 

from the Lyell subsea template hydraulic system of the Ninian Southern 

installation of 2,904 kg of Oceanic HW540E from 20 October 2010 to 09 

November 2010. The source of the release was identified and isolated. Repairs 

are planned for November 2011 using a dive support vessel. 

 

3.49 UKCS 7 December: BG Group Seymour  (ongoing incident 11-UKCS/1564 

from 07 December 2010) 

BG Group reported an incident involving the ongoing release from the Seymour 

installation of 2,855 kg of Transaqua HT2 from 07 December 2010 to 31 

December 2010. This was due to failure of a hydraulic port plug fitting. A dive 

support vessel carried out repairs and the leak ceased.  

 

3.50 UKCS 25 August: Total E&P Forvie (ongoing incident 11-UKCS/1463 from 

25 August 2010) 

Total E&P UK Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release from 

the Forvie subsea installation of 2,180 kg of Oceanic HW443 from 25 August 

2010 to 01 November 2010. This was due to a failure to close an isolation valve 

following diver intervention. Further diver intervention secured the valve to 

prevent further releases. 

 

3.51 UKCS 21 January: Total E&P Dunbar (ongoing incident 11-UKCS/1164 

from 21 January 2010) 

Total E&P UK Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release from 

the Dunbar installation, of 2,100 kg of Oceanic HW443 from 21 January 2010 to 

29 September 2010. This was due to a systems control failure resulting in a 

release via a subsea valve. The valve was isolated and the release stopped. 

 

3.52 UKCS 24 August: Total E&P Jura (ongoing incident 11-UKCS/1461 from 

24 August 2010) 

Total E&P UK Limited reported an incident involving the ongoing release from 

the Jura subsea installation of 2,050 kg of Oceanic HW443 from 24 August 2010 

to 01 November 2010. This was due to a faulty vent on a subsea tree control 

system. An investigation located the source and the necessary repairs were made 

to prevent further releases. 

 

 

____________________________________________ 
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ENUMERATION AREA SUMMARY REPORTS  
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   4.5 South-west England 

 

   4.6 Bristol Channel & South Wales 

 

   4.7 Irish Sea 

 

4.8 Western Scotland 

 

4.9 Orkney & Shetland Islands 

 

4.10 Eastern Scotland 

 

4.11 UKCS (oil and gas installations and vessels) 
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4.1 North-east England (Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, Durham, Yorkshire 

and The Humber) 

  

4.1.1 Reporting organisations identified 15 pollution incidents attributed to vessels 

during 2010 compared with 11 incidents during the previous year. Eight 

recorded incidents were in ports and harbours and the remainder occurred in the 

open sea. The polluting substances reported included benzene, hydraulic oils, 

lubrication oils and fuel oils in quantities ranging from less than 2 litres to 50 

litres.      

 

4.1.2 Associated British Ports (ABP) Humber Estuary Services submitted details of 4 

pollution incidents attributed to vessels during 2010. A bowthruster seal failure 

was identified as the cause of a 5-litre hydraulic oil discharge from the MT Rix 

Eagle (500 dwt, built 1990) at Immingham on 24 March. Incorrect 

disconnection of fuelling pipes caused a 5-litre fuel oil spill from the MT Henty 

Pioneer (7,190 gt) at the same location on 6 April. The resulting sheen was 

quickly dispersed by tidal action. Two oil discharges were recorded at the 

Humber Deep Water Anchorage during 2010. The MV Gerda reported a 2-litre 

hydraulic oil leakage to sea from a stern tube and a gas oil sheen attributed to an 

unidentified vessel was observed in the same location on 28 July.    

 

4.1.3 A Kingston upon Hull City report noted that an unattended barge moored in the 

River Hull at Woodmancy was believed to have been the source of a small diesel 

oil sheen which was left to disperse naturally.      

               

4.1.4 Elsewhere, pollution incidents were reported at Sunderland, Teesport and at the 

Port of Tyne. The 10-metre MFV Incentive sank alongside Sunderlandôs Fish 

Quay on 7 August causing a slight fuel oil sheen on the River Wear. PD 

Teesport submitted details of a 50-litre benzene (UN Number 1114) spillage 

from the product tanker Trans Arctic (5,025 gt, built 1991) on 21 January. A 

warning letter was later served on the tankerôs operators by the Environment 

Agency. A POLREP described an incident at the A&P Hebburn Shipyard on the 

River Tyne following a spillage of 50 litres of lubrication oil from 2 fishery 

protection patrol vessels.  

 

4.1.5 Reporting organisations identified 7 oil discharges from vessels in the open sea 

and all were dispersed by wave action. Five surface sheens were reported by the 

Rough 47/3B installation and all were attributed to unidentified passing vessels. 

A wreck was believed to have been the source of a 200 m2 patch of fuel oil 

observed off Spurn Head. A slight fuel oil sheen was reported after the MFV 

Blejan Eyhre (20 gt, built 1975) caught fire and sank off Filey on 6 August. A 

standby vessel reported an oil sheen off Spurn Point on 31 December.   
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4.2 Eastern England (Lincolnshire, Norfolk & Suffolk)  

 

4.2.1 Nine incidents were recorded during 2010, three more than the total recorded 

during the previous year. Eight discharges were reported in the ports and 

harbours of eastern England during 2010 and there was only a single reference 

to an oil discharge in the open sea. Accidental discharges from offshore oil & 

gas installations operating off eastern England were included in the statistics for 

the UKCS (Refer to 4.11). 

 

4.2.2 Reporting organisations identified 3 incidents at Lowestoft during 2010. The 

MFV Nadir sank alongside her berth on 21 February and approximately 50litres 

of gas oil escaped from the wreck prior to completion of a salvage operation.  

Booms were deployed around the vessel to prevent any pollution of the 

surrounding area. In another incident absorbent pads and granules were 

deployed during a clean-up operation following a 15-litre marine gas oil spillage 

from the survey vessel MV Triad on 11 August. A 7.5ïlitre gas oil spill during a 

bunkering operation was reported by the MTUG Flying Spindrift (125 dwt, built 

1986) in the Inner Harbour on 10 September.        

 

4.2.3 Elsewhere, pollution incidents were recorded in ports and harbours at 

Felixstowe,  Great Yarmouth, Grimsby, Ipswich and Kingôs Lynn. A slight oil 

sheen was observed after the MFV Jubilee Intrepid (143 gt, built 1988) sank 

alongside a fish dock at Grimsby. Booms were deployed and the vessel was later 

refloated. At Great Yarmouth solvent booms and mats were deployed during a 

clean-up operation following a 250-litre gas oil bunkering spill from the MV 

Oms Pollux (424 gt, rebuilt 2006). Another clean-up operation was required 

following an accidental bilge oil discharge from the MV Fehn Cartagena at 

Kings Lynn on 15 March.  

 

4.2.4 In the open sea the Thames installation reported a diesel oil sheen extending for 

2 km which was attributed to an unidentified passing vessel.   

 

4.2.5 In addition the Great Yarmouth Coastguard issued a warning to passing vessels 

after the MV Sally (1,964 dwt, built 1977) lost 20 bundles of timber in heavy 

weather 90 km off Lowestoft on 30 August (Lloydôs List, 2 September).               

 

4.3 Essex and Kent 

 

4.3.1 Ten mineral oil discharges, one vegetable oil discharge and one chemical 

discharge from vessels were recorded by reporting organisations during 2010 

compared with 6 mineral oil discharges, 2 vegetable oil discharges and one 

chemical discharge during 2009. Five discharges occurred in the open sea, 6 

discharges in ports and harbours and a single beach pollution incident was 

recorded. The source of the pollution was identified on 8 occasions and there 

were 6 references to fuel oils as polluting substances.  
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4.3.2 On 18 January an emulsified fuel oil slick extending for approximately 1.6 km 

was sighted off the North Foreland and later drifted through the Thanet Wind 

Farm. Samples were taken but the source of the pollution could not be identified. 

A surface oil sheen extending for more than 8 km was reported by a Dutch 

coastguard aircraft on 2 March. The reefer Eagle Bay reported an accidental 

discharge of low-sulphur fuel oil off the North Foreland on 19 March. The 

incident was caused by a defective valve and most of the spillage was contained 

on the deck of the vessel. 

 

4.3.3 The chemical tanker MCT Engle (8,500 dwt, built 2005) was believed to have 

been the source of a chemical sheen extending for 5 km which was reported on 4 

November. An oily sheen covering an area of 0.198 km2 was detected by an 

MCA counter pollution aircraft on 20 December. The source of the pollution 

could not be identified and the oil later dispersed naturally.  

 

4.3.4 A Kent County Council report referred to a beach pollution incident at Hythe 

during the second week of June. Small quantities of emulsified oil were removed 

from a 2 km stretch of shoreline over a 2-day interval by local authority 

personnel. 

 

4.3.5 Port and harbour authorities reported vessel discharges at Dover, Harwich and in 

the River Thames. Reports submitted by the Dover Harbour Board and 

Environment Agency described a 5-litre spillage of fuel oil from the double-

hulled bunker tanker Coralwater (3,347 gt, built 1998) at the Eastern Docks on 

14 February. The spillage was caused by a shut-off valve failure and a clean-up 

operation was completed within a few hours.    

 

4.3.6 The Harwich Haven Authority reported 2 incidents during 2010. A 2-litre 

lubrication oil spill from a general cargo vessel was reported on 7 February and 

a clean-up operation was not required. Another general cargo vessel was 

identified as the source of a larger 50-litre fuel oil spill on 18 November.  

 

4.3.7 The derelict ex-Mersey ferry MV Royal Iris (1,234 gt, built 1950), laid up near 

Woolwich, suffered an ingress of water on 31 January causing a minor diesel 

spillage. A Port of London Counter Pollution Team deployed booms around the 

half-sunken vessel. A Port of London Authority report described a 150-litre 

spillage of rapeseed oil from the product tanker Birthe Theresa 2,094 gt, built 

1995) at Erith Reach. The incident was caused by a tank valve failure and a 

clean up operation was completed.     

 

4.3.8 Seven reporting organisations described a large incident affecting the lower 

Thames Estuary shoreline between 19 and 26 September following an accidental 

400-litre fuel oil discharge from the RO-RO cargo vessel Grande America 

(27,965 dwt, built 1997). Most of the pollution, in the form of oil globules, came 

ashore on the Essex side of the estuary at Canvey Island and Southend-on-Sea 

and in these locations some beaches were closed to the public.  Smaller 
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quantities of oil, with oiled seabirds, were reported ashore at Egypt Bay and 

Lower Hope Point on the Hoo Peninsula in Kent. Local authority clean-up 

operations were successfully completed with the assistance of Port of London 

Authority personnel, private contractors and technical guidance from ITOPF.           

 

4.4 Southern England (East and West Sussex, Hampshire, Dorset and the Isle 

of Wight) 

 

4.4.1 Reporting organisations identified 28 pollution incidents attributed to vessels 

during 2010 compared with 33 incidents during 2009. Twenty recorded 

incidents were in ports and harbours, compared with 25 during the previous 

year, and there were 5 references to oil discharges following vessel casualties.  

Sources of pollution were identified on 19 occasions including 14 pleasure craft 

and 4 fishing vessels.      

 

4.4.2 Seven oil sheens of different dimensions and estimated volumes were sighted in 

the English Channel during 2010 and all dispersed naturally without posing a 

threat to the shoreline. In each incident the source of pollution could not be 

identified. The ferry Condor Vitesse inbound to Weymouth reported sighting a 

diesel sheen which extended for more than 1.6 km. On 7 June a marine pollution 

surveillance aircraft detected a surface sheen extending for 3.1 km with an 

estimated maximum volume of 298 litres. Another surface oil sheen extending 

for 7.1 km with an estimated maximum volume of 36 litres was reported on 22 

July. A further 4 surface oil sheens were detected visually and by radar by a 

marine pollution surveillance aircraft operating in the mid-Channel area on 30 

September. The combined estimated maximum volumes amounted to 4.16 

tonnes and the largest sheen occupied an area of 7.68 km2 .   

 

4.4.3 A single beach pollution incident was reported in southern England during 2010. 

A West Sussex County Council report referred to a clean-up operation to remove 

palm oil residues washed ashore along the coastline between West Wittering and 

Kingston during the second week of January. 

 

4.4.4 Oil discharges resulting mainly in surface sheens were reported in local ports 

and harbours at Chichester, Eastleigh, Hamble, Langstone, Lymington, Poole 

Shoreham and Weymouth. Chichester Harbour Conservancy provided details of 

3 surface sheens attributed to pleasure craft and all dispersed naturally. On 8 

June a Dory capsized leading to a 0.5-litre petrol spillage. Eastleigh Borough 

Council described a 50-litre spillage of diesel oil after a houseboat sank in a 

local boatyard. On 30 July the owner of a vessel taking fuel at Port Hamble 

mistakenly filled a water tank with approximately 40 litres of diesel and then 

refilled the tank with fresh water in order to flush the oil to sea. A clean-up 

operation was completed and every effort was made to identify the owner of the 

vessel. 
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4.4.5 Absorbent booms were deployed in a clean-up operation after a fishing vessel 

sank in Langstone Harbour on 11 October. Lymington Harbour Commissioners 

submitted a total of 7 incident reports describing small diesel sheens attributed 

mainly to bilge pump-outs from pleasure craft. Two large RHIB craft caught fire 

and sank on their moorings at the Lymington Yacht Haven on 2 March. The 

Environment Agency report noted that absorbent materials were used to collect 

and remove fuel oil from the water surface. A bilge pump-out was believed to 

have been the source of surface sheen sighted at the entrance to Poole Harbour 

on 2 May. A harbour launch dispersed the oil and none was reported to have 

arrived ashore.          

 

4.4.6 Three oil discharges were recorded in the port of Weymouth during 2010. A 

fishing vessel was believed to have been the source of a diesel sheen reported on 

8 May. Water agitation was employed to help disperse another diesel sheen on 6 

November and the source of pollution was suspected to have come from a 

leisure craft sunk following an act of vandalism.      

 

4.4.7 In addition, a Havant Borough Council report referred to an incident where a 5-

litre drum filled with chlorine was washed ashore on 17 July.       

 

4.5 South-west England (Devon, Cornwall, Isles of Scilly, Channel Islands and 

the Western Approaches)  

 

4.5.1 Eleven vessel-source pollution incidents were identified by reporting 

organisations during 2010 compared with 16 incidents during 2009. Four 

discharges occurred in local ports and harbours, 6 in the open sea and one  

discharge in nearshore waters. A source of pollution was identified on 8 

occasions, the sources including 2 general cargo vessels, 2 pleasure craft, 2 

warships, an oil tanker and a workboat.     

 

4.5.2 In the open sea details of 6 oil discharges from vessels were provided by 

POLREPS and Cornwall Council reports. Only one of the surface sheens 

extended for more than 1.6 km compared with 4 during the previous year. On 29 

April the oil products tanker Acavus (12,400 dwt, built 2005) reported a 4-litre 

spillage of lubrication oil through a defective stern gland. The MV Icebeam 

reported a 40-litre spillage of diesel oil onto deck and a small quantity entered 

the sea. A POLREP referred to a 20-litre spillage of aviation carrier turbine fuel 

(avcat) from the Type 23 Duke Class Frigate HMS Richmond (4,900 dwt, built 

1993) on 24 June. Another 3 oil sheens were reported in the open sea during 

September, November and December and each was attributed to an unidentified 

vessel.   

 

4.5.3 In nearshore waters a second Duke Class Type 23 Frigate, HMS Westminster, 

was identified as the source of a 30-litre diesel spill off Rame Head on 6 July. 

The oil was spilt from an aft overflow tank breather during a fuel transfer 
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operation. The vesselôs side scuppers were blocked to minimise the discharge of 

oil to sea.   

   

4.5.4 Elsewhere, oil spills were recorded in ports and harbours at Falmouth, Fowey, 

Maylor and St Ives. Falmouth Harbour Commissioners reported a 0.5-litre diesel 

oil discharge from the PC Sool Al Mon at the Falmouth Yacht Haven. A clean- 

up was completed and the owner of the vessel was issued with a written warning 

from the Harbour Master. At Fowey a workboat sank on moorings overnight on 

the 13 April causing a 90-litre diesel spill. Containment and absorbent booms 

were deployed around the vessel and these remained in place throughout a 

pumping out and re-floating operation.  

 

4.5.5 A Cornwall Council report described an incident involving a diesel spill from a 

pleasure craft at the Mylor Yacht Harbour. A loose hose on an onboard crane 

caused an 80-litre hydraulic oil discharge from the MV Nordica at St. Ives on 12 

September. The crew of the vessel undertook a clean-up operation.              

 

4.5.6 Another Cornwall Council report noted and documented the significant 

quantities of ship-generated garbage regularly collected and removed from local 

beaches the north-east of the county by a ranger service.  

              

4.6 Bristol Channel and South Wales (Somerset, Bristol, Gloucestershire, 

Monmouthshire, Newport, Cardiff , Vale of Glamorgan, Bridgend, Neath 

Port Talbot, Swansea, Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire) 
 

4.6.1 Six accidental oil discharges from vessels were reported during 2010 compared 

with 10 discharges during the previous year. Five incidents occurred in ports or 

harbours. A source of the pollution was identified on each occasion, including 

discharges from 3 fishing vessels, 2 pleasure craft and an oil products tanker.    

 

4.6.2 The Milford Haven Port Authority provided details of 4 incidents and a source 

of pollution was identified on each occasion. Estimated volumes were provided 

for each of the discharges and the median volume was 4 litres, compared with 1 

litre during 2009. Individual spill volumes ranged from 2 to 10 litres and clean-

up operations were completed after each spill.   

 

4.6.3 A bunker overflow caused the largest discharge, 10 litres of diesel oil, from the 

MFV Vaya Con Dios at Milford Dock on 22 April.  The product tanker Frank 

(9,226 gt, built 2000) reported a 5-litre reformate spill at Milford Haven, the 

cause of the incident being later identified as an overflow of cargo from a deck 

slop tank after a stripping valve had been left open. Following a mooring failure 

the cabin cruiser One for the Sea sank in Dale Bay on 9 October causing a 3-

litre spillage of diesel oil. A patrol launch dispersed the pollution by propeller 

wash. The MFV Golden Promise (22.8 gt, built 1996) reported an incident 

during a bunkering operation at Milford Dock after a small quantity of diesel 
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overflowed through a ventilator. The resulting surface sheen was quickly broken 

up by propeller wash.         

             

4.6.4 Elsewhere a Pembrokeshire County Council report provided details of a 

hydraulic oil spill from the MFV Golden Promise at Saundersfoot Harbour on 

28 January. Another Pembrokeshire County Council report described an incident 

on 29 June following a fuel oil spill from a pleasure craft stranded on a beach at 

Nolton Haven.   

   

4.7 Irish Sea (Ceredigion, Gwynedd, Isle of Anglesey, Conwy, Denbighshire, 

Flintshire, Merseyside, Lancashire, Cumbria, Isle of Man and all Districts 

of Northern Ireland)  

 

4.7.1 Respondents identified 14 oil discharges from vessels during 2010 compared 

with 8 discharges during the previous year. Eleven discharges were reported in 

ports and harbours and 3 discharges in bays or nearshore waters. Nine spills 

were attributed to vessel casualties including 2 fishing vessels, 2 pleasure craft, 

an ex-minesweeper, a work boat, a sailing vessel, a barge and a bulk carrier. 

Two spills were greater than 50 tonnes in volume and 2 successful prosecutions 

were brought by the competent authorities with fines totalling £60,000. Details 

of  accidental spills from oil and gas installations operating in Morecambe Bay 

are included in the statistics for the UKCS (Refer to 4.11). 

 

4.7.2 Five oil spills were recorded in the ports and harbours of north-west England 

during 2010. The Mersey Docks & Harbour Company submitted details of 3 

incidents at the Port of Liverpool resulting in a total spillage of 390 tonnes of 

fuel oil. Each spill occurred in an enclosed dock area and no pollution entered 

the River Mersey. Human error during a topping-off operation was identified as 

the cause of a 200-litre heavy fuel oil spill from the oil products tanker/port 

bunkering barge Henty Progress (365 gt, built 1965) on 26 January. The 

pollution was contained within the dock system and a clean-up operation was 

quickly completed. A local Magistratesô Court imposed a fine of Ã10,000 on the 

owner of the vessel, Henty Oil Limited. 

 

4.7.3 On 19 July the floating oil storage barge Henty Supplier (1,720 gt, built 1955) 

loaded with approximately 1,850 tonnes of gas oil suffered a catastrophic failure 

of her hull while alongside Huskisson Dock. Approximately 60 tonnes of oil 

spilled into the enclosed dock and most was quickly contained by booms and 

recovered by contractors over the following 2 days. Buckling of the hull 

resulting from long-term fatigue was identified as the cause of the incident and 

the barge was a constructive total loss. Following a case brought by the Mersey 

Docks and Harbour Company, a fine of £50,000 was imposed on the owner of 

the barge, Henty Oil Limited.         

 

4.7.4 A third incident at the Port of Liverpool occurred on 11 December after the bulk 

carrier MV Antonis (25,935 gt, built 1984) made contact with a swing bridge 
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structure whilst transiting the Langton Dock. A topside fuel oil tank was 

punctured during the collision causing a 330-tonne heavy fuel oil spillage. All 

the oil was contained within the enclosed dock system and most was quickly 

contained and removed. Residual contamination, however, of dock walls and 3 

rubble beaches took over 2 months to clean up due to access and water level 

issues. Nine oiled mute swans were rescued and taken to the RSPCAôs wildlife 

casualty centre at Nantwich where they were cleaned and later released.   

 

4.7.5 Absorbent booms and pads were deployed by crew members in a clean-up 

operation following a 40-litre diesel spill from the MFV Olivia Jean (242 gt, 

built 1980) at Sillothôs New Dock on 9 September. Four reporting organisations 

provided detailed accounts of a 4.5-tonne diesel spill from a fishing vessel 

berthed in the North Basin at Whitehaven on 12 November. A clean-up 

operation was completed over the following 2 days.  

 

4.7.6 Reporting organisations in Northern Ireland and POLREPS identified 3 oil 

pollution incidents during 2010. A diesel sheen was reported after a wooden 

hulled ex-minesweeper sank in Inner Dundrum Bay on 15 February. A Northern 

Ireland Environment Agency report referred to a diesel oil spillage that occurred 

as a decommissioned trawler was being broken up within Kilkeel Harbour. All 

remaining oil within the vessel was later removed by a vacuum tanker to prevent 

any further pollution.  A diesel surface sheen was reported after the sail training 

vessel, Lord Rank, capsized off Kenbane Head on 9 June.   

             

4.7.7 Five oil pollution incidents were recorded in mid-Wales and North Wales during 

2010 and following each incident the pollution was dispersed by wave and tidal 

action. A POLREP referred to a 7-litre diesel spill from a damaged yacht in 

Aberystwyth Harbour. A mooring contracting boat capsized and sank in Port 

Penrhyn on 18 May causing a 10-litre diesel spillage. An Environment Agency 

Wales report provided details of a 5-litre diesel spill after the PC Crack of Dawn 

sank in Penmon Bay on 11 June. A diesel sheen extending for 700 metres was 

observed after the MFV Buccaneer sank on her moorings at Porthdinllaen. 

Another fishing vessel, the Sian Queen, sank in Rhyl Harbour on 13 October 

causing a 10-litre spillage of lubrication oil.   

    

4.7.8 Isle of Man Harbours submitted details of a 40-litre diesel oil discharge from the 

MFV Rival berthed in Ramsey Harbour. A clean-up operation was completed 

and an investigation revealed that the discharge occurred during a bilge-pumping 

operation.           

 

4.8 Western Scotland (Dumfries and Galloway, Ayrshire, Inverclyde, Argyll & 

Bute and the Highlands & Islands Region to Cape Wrath) 

 

4.8.1 Reporting organisations submitted details of 9 vessel-source pollution incidents 

compared with 14 during the previous year. Seven incidents were reported in 

local ports or harbours and fishing vessels were identified as the source of 
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pollution on 4 occasions.  Further analysis of the information contained in 

annual returns showed 4 oil spills following vessel casualties, 5 fewer than the 

total for 2009.  Although there were no references to any successful prosecutions 

brought by the competent authorities against alleged offenders, the costs of 

clean-up operations and related activities were often charged to the owners of 

vessels.    

    

4.8.2 Reporting organisations identified 2 bunkering spills from fishing vessels in 

ports during 2010 compared with 4 during the previous year. A POLREP 

provided details of a gas oil spill from the MFV Adventurer II in Lochinver 

Harbour. Absorbent booms were deployed during a clean-up operation and a 

burst hose was identified as the cause of the incident. On 6 December the MFV 

Silver Crest reported a bunkering spill in Maidens Harbour. Most of the 

resulting diesel sheen was dispersed by wave action.  

 

4.8.3 Vessel-casualty spills were recorded during May, September, October and 

December 2010. On 31 May the 12-metre long MFV New Venture caught fire 

and was run aground near Lyndale Point in Loch Snizort Beag. A surface sheen 

was dispersed by wave action. The vessel was later salvaged and no further 

pollution was reported. A POLREP and a Highland Council report described an 

incident in Uig Harbour after the PC Waterline Dancer capsized whilst 

alongside a slip at Staffin causing a 50-litre diesel spill. An absorbent sweep was 

deployed by harbour staff to gather the oil and the clean-up costs were charged 

to the owner of the vessel. A Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 

report provided details of another diesel spill after a small boat sank in Loch 

Harbour on 11 October. A clean-up operation was completed after the PC Freya 

sank alongside a pontoon in Lochinver Harbour on 13 December.   

 

4.8.4 In addition a SEPA report referred to several oil drums washed ashore at 

Gourock on the south shore of the Firth of Clyde. 

 

4.9 Orkney and Shetland Islands 

 

4.9.1 Only one vessel-sourced oil pollution incident was reported during 2009 

compared with 9 incidents during 2009. Accidental spills from oil installations 

operating in the West Shetland Basin were included in the statistics for the 

UKCS (Refer to 4.11).   

 

4.9.2 Orkney Islands Council Marine Services submitted a report describing a 10-litre 

diesel spill at Kirkwall from the MFV Murray V on 24 May. The spill took 

place during a fuel transfer operation and a clean-up was quickly completed.       

 

4.10 Eastern Scotland (the northern and eastern shores of the Highlands and 

Islands Region from Cape Wrath, Moray, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Fife, 

Lothian and Scottish Borders) 
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4.10.1 Twenty-nine discharges from vessels were recorded by reporting organisations 

during 2010, one more than the previous yearôs total. Analysis of incidents by 

marine environmental zones showed 19 spills occurred in ports and harbours and 

10 in the open sea. The source of the pollution was identified on 22 occasions, 6 

sources being support/supply vessels and 5 fishing vessels, and there were 10 

references to fuel oils as polluting substances.  No details were provided by 

respondents of any successful prosecutions brought by the competent authorities 

during 2010.    

 

4.10.2 Aberdeen Harbour Board provided details of 6 oil discharges during 2010 

compared with 8 discharges during 2009. The source of each discharge was 

identified and sources included 5 support/supply vessels and one dredger. 

Estimated volumes were provided for each spill and the median volume was 5 

litres compared with 10 litres during the previous year. On 14 September the 

supply vessel/pipe carrier Highland Pride (2,610 gt, built 1992) reported a 20-

litre diesel spill at the Mearns Quay following a fractured fuel line in a stability 

tank. The oil was quickly dispersed by natural processes and consequently a 

clean-up operation was not required. Absorbent materials were deployed during 

a clean-up operation following an 8-litre bunkering spill from the stand-by 

safety vessel Vos Conquest (422 gt, built 1973) at the Pocra Quay on 23 July.    

 

4.10.3 Five oil pollution incidents were reported by the Montrose Harbour Authority 

during 2010. Four hydraulic oil spills with a combined volume of 17 litres were 

caused by equipment failures on the MBARGE Reloader which was engaged in 

a berth construction operation. Booms and absorbent materials were deployed in 

clean-up operations carried out after each spill. The fifth incident occurred on 4 

November following a diesel spill from the MFV Serenity.  

 

4.10.4 Elsewhere, reporting organisations recorded 8 oil spills in ports and harbours at 

Anstruther, Buckie, Inverness, Leith, Nairn, St Andrews and at the Hound Point 

Terminal in the Forth of Forth. A Fife Council report referred to a 100-litre 

diesel spill in Anstruther Harbour from the MFV Reaper, which is part of the 

historic boat collection managed by the Scottish Fisheries Museum. A clean-up 

operation was carried out over 3 days using booms and absorbent materials. An 

overflow of a header tank after a switch was left on was identified as the cause 

of a diesel spill from the MFV Discovery berthed in Buckie Harbour on 27 

March. Three reporting organisations provided details of a 10-litre gas oil 

bunkering spill from the dry cargo vessel Scot Mariner (2,594 gt, built 2001) in 

Inverness Harbour on 28 June.  A resulting surface sheen was quickly dispersed 

by natural processes and a clean-up was not required.    

             

4.10.5 Forth Ports provided details of 2 incidents at Leith and another at the Hound 

Point Terminal. At Leith the multi-purpose survey vessel Fugro Meridian 

(2,255 gt, built 1982) was identified as the source of a 100-litre lubrication oil 

spill on 1 February. A clean-up operation was completed within 24 hours. In the 

same location a fuel hose failure caused a 300-litre diesel spillage from the 
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offshore dive support vessel Orelia (6,381 gt, built 1984). Booms and absorbents 

were deployed during a clean-up operation. A coupling failure caused a crude oil 

spray from the crude oil carrier Katja (52,067 gt, built 1995) at the Hound Point 

Terminal on 20 March. A resulting 60-metre long surface oil sheen was later 

broken up and dispersed.   

 

4.10.6 Reporting organisations identified 10 discharges from vessels in the open sea 

and all were broken up and dispersed by wave action and posed no threat to the 

shoreline. A 25 km-long blue surface sheen was observed trailing a product 

tanker on 30 April. Subsequent investigations determined that the vessel was 

engaged in a tank-cleaning operation and was legally discharging tank washings 

containing calcium carbonate. On 6 May a marine pollution surveillance aircraft 

detected visually and by radar a permissible fish oil discharge in tank washings 

from the product tanker Frigg (2,500 dwt, built 1982). A light surface oil sheen 

and debris were observed after the MFV Homeland sank off St Abbôs Head 

following a collision with the RO-RO passenger vessel Scottish Viking (Lloyds 

List, 9 August). Four surface oil sheens were reported by offshore oil 

installations and all were attributed to unidentified passing vessels.   

 

4.11 United Kingdom Continental Shelf 

 

4.11.1 The discharge statistics for this enumeration area were again compiled from 

POLREP reports submitted by the MCA and PON1 reports submitted by DECC. 

Operators are required to notify DECC where an unauthorised discharge of oil or 

chemical to sea, regardless of volume, has occurred. Each discharge is reported 

on a PON1 to DECC and MCA.   

 

4.11.2 DECC reviews every PON1 which is received in order to assess the potential for 

environmental impact and any counter-pollution response actions. In addition 

each incident reported is reviewed to ensure actions are being undertaken to 

prevent recurrence and to assess whether there has been any contravention of 

any legislation. This is undertaken in accordance with DECC's investigation and 

enforcement policies.       

 

4.11.3 Separate data sets have been presented for accidental discharges attributed to 

offshore oil and gas installations and for discharges attributed to vessels, 

whether identified or not, operating within the UKCS area (Refer to Figure 2).  

 

 Oil and gas installations 

4.11.4 All accidental/unplanned discharges or spills of oil or chemicals, regardless of 

volume, must be notified to the relevant authorities. Accidental discharges of 

operational chemicals being used sub-sea as part of the exploration and 

production process may take place over a significant period of time. In some 

cases it may be many months before remedial work can be undertaken due to the 

timescales involved in sourcing equipment to carry out the work. Environmental 

risk assessments have shown that these events, which are normally of relatively 
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small volume, usually cause negligible impact to the marine environment. 

Details of all discharges, including a cause when known, are listed in Appendix 

1 (UKCS oil and gas installations) and further information is provided in 

Section 3 for those spills of 2 tonnes or more.    

   

4.11.5 A total of 266 accidental oil discharges were attributed to oil and gas 

installations during 2010 including those operating in the west Shetland Basin, 

Liverpool Bay and off the coast of eastern England. The 2010 annual total was 

14 fewer than the mean annual total of 280 accidental oil discharges reported 

between 2000 and 2009.       

 

4.11.6 Analysis of oil types showed that 24% of reported discharges were identified as 

fuel oils followed by 37.6% crude oils and 30.8% lubrication and hydraulic oils. 

Estimated volumes for 271 oil spills were reported (including 5 ongoing 

releases) and of these approximately 96% were less than 455 litres.   

 

4.11.7 In addition, the authorities were notified of 167 accidental discharges of 

chemical substances during 2010 compared with 170 discharges during the 

previous year. These chemicals are routinely used in oil and gas exploration and 

production operations and included asphaltene, barite, flourodye, glycol 

solutions, methanol and sodium.  
 

4.11.8 The estimated volumes of accidental chemical discharges ranged from 0.001 kg 

to 104,030 kg and 56 discharges were 1 tonne or more. It should be noted, 

however, that many of the larger discharges associated with operational 

chemicals being used sub-sea occurred over an extended interval. Further details 

are provided in Section 3.    

 

4.11.9 The PON1 reports again indicated that remedial actions were taken by operators 

following most accidental discharges. The responses included identification of 

root causes of spills and improvements in operational control procedures, 

recommendations concerning preventative actions and carrying out any 

necessary repairs and modifications to faulty or damaged equipment.    

 

Vessels 

4.11.10 A further 15 incidents were identified in POLREPS and PON1s. Most involved 

surface sheens or thicker oil slicks reported by the nearest offshore installation 

but attributed to a discharge from a óthird partyô elsewhere which was generally 

assumed to have been a passing vessel. The maximum estimated volumes, where 

known, ranged from less than 1 litre to 57.13 tonnes. In each incident the 

pollution was believed to have dispersed naturally without posing a threat to 

wildlife or the coastline. In addition the general cargo vessel MV Fri Stream 

(2,051 gt, built 1995) lost 4 packages of timber overboard on 8 September.  
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SECTION 5: QUALITY ASSURANCE PLAN AND  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

 

5.1 Quality Assurance Plan 

 

As part of a comprehensive quality assurance plan data verification procedures were 

again applied at all stages during the 2010 survey. For example, other sources of 

information were consulted including the casualty section of Lloydôs List, and any 

relevant reports were cross-referenced with the appropriate questionnaire returns. 

 

The approaches for data entry and analysis were clearly shown in the relevant tables 

and all entries to the enumeration area sub-sets were subject to independent checking 

to detect any errors. On some occasions unexpected values were confirmed with the 

various data-sources. Multiple reports were again received from DECC and MCA 

describing accidental discharges from oil and gas installations operating on the 

UKCS. For the remaining discharges from vessels 22% of individual incident reports 

were compiled from questionnaire returns submitted by two or more reporting 

organisations which was 1% more than the previous year. 

 

As part of the quality assurance plan the complete database is provided for scrutiny in 

Appendix 1 thereby enabling stakeholder groups to determine the reliability and 

accuracy of the survey results. Furthermore, the annual survey reports are made 

available to all interested parties through the MCA's website (www.dft.gov.uk/mca) 

and the ACOPS website (www.acops.org.uk).  
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Scottish Environment Protection Agency   
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APPENDIX 1 

 

 

SUMMARY OF REPORTED INCIDENTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key to types of vessels 

 

     

 

 MCT   Chemical tanker 

 

 MFV  Fishing vessel 

 

 MSV  Offshore supply/support vessel 

 

 MT  Oil tanker                    

    

 MV  General cargo vessel 

 

               PC   Pleasure craft 

 

 RFA  Royal Fleet Auxiliary vessel 

 

 RHIB   Rigid-hulled inflatable vessel 

 

 RO-RO  Roll-on roll-off ferry 

 

 

 

      



 

 

1: NORTH-EAST ENGLAND (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

NE/001 21-Jan Teesport Chemical Benzene 50 litres MCT Trans Arctic Clean-up completed. 

*NE/1582 25-Jan 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Nk 2.8 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen reported by Rough 47/3B installation. 

NE/003 21-Feb 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Nk 2 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen reported by Rough 47/3B installation. 

NE/006 24-Mar Immingham  Oil Hydraulic 10 litres MT Rix Eagle Dispersed naturally. 

NE/569 25-Mar River Hull Oil Diesel Nk Derelict barge Sheen dispersed naturally. 

NE/008 06-Apr Immingham  Oil Fuel 5 litres MT Henty Pioneer Sheen dispersed naturally. 

*NE/011 25-Apr Humber Anchorage Oil Hydraulic 2 litres MV Gerda Stern tube leakage. 

NE/014 25-May 53-47N: 02-03E Oil Fuel Nk Wreck (ID G89) Small sheen dispersed naturally. 

*NE/1596 05-Jul 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Diesel 0.07 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen reported by Rough 47/3B installation. 

NE/015 28-Jul Humber Anchorage Oil Gas Nk Unidentified vessel Small sheen dispersed naturally. 

NE/544 06-Aug 54-25N: 00-02E Oil Fuel Nk MFV Blejan Eyhre Vessel caught fire and sank. 

NE/545 07-Aug Sunderland Oil Fuel Nk MFV Incentive Vessel sank causing slight sheen. 

NE/020 03-Oct Port of Tyne Oil Lubrication 50 litres Warship Dispersed by tidal action 

*NE/1603 13-Dec 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Nk 0.3 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen reported by Rough 47/3B installation. 

NE/024 31-Dec 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Nk 211 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen reported by Rough 47/3B installation. 

 



 

 

2: EASTERN ENGLAND (*Incident not identified by a POLREP)  

Reference  Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

*EE/584 21-Feb Lowestoft Oil Gas 50 litres MFV Nadir Vessel sank, clean-up completed. 

EE/040 22-Feb Great Yarmouth Oil Gas 250 litres MV Oms Pollux Bunkering spill, clean-up completed. 

EE/044 15-Mar Kings Lynn Oil Bilge 40 litres MV Fehn Carta Hagna Clean-up completed. 

EE/046 08-May Grimsby Fish Dock Oil Fuel Nk MFV Jubilee Intrepid Vessel sank, clean-up completed. 

EE/047 25-May 53-05N: 02-33E Oil Diesel Nk Unidentified vessel Dispersed by wave action. 

EE/050 11-Aug Lowestoft Oil Gas 15 litres MV Triad Clean-up completed. 

EE/051 10-Sep Lowestoft Oil Gas 7.5 litres MTUG Flying Spindrift Bunkering spill. 

*EE/057 17-Sep Ipswich Oil Diesel 2 litres Workboat Vessel sank on moorings. 

*EE/060 18-Nov Felixstowe Oil Nk 50 litres Unidentified vessel Clean-up completed. 



 

 

3: ESSEX AND KENT (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference  Date Location  Category Type Amount Source Comments 

EK/074 18-Jan 51-24N: 01-39E Oil Fuel Nk Unidentified vessel Samples taken. 

EK/075 31-Jan River Thames Oil Diesel Nk MV Royal Iris Sheen from derelict vessel. 

EK/076 07-Feb Harwich Harbour Oil Lubrication 2 litres General cargo vessel Oil dispersed naturally. 

EK/072 14-Feb Dover Harbour Oil Fuel 5 litres MT Coralwater Bunkering spill, clean-up completed. 

EK/042 02-Mar 52-03N: 02-31E Oil Nk Nk Unidentified vessel Sheen extending for 8 km.  

EK/078 19-Mar 51-18N: 01-50E Oil Diesel 600 litres MV Eagle Bay Discharge following spillage to deck. 

EK/084 12-Jun Hythe Oil Emulsified Nk Unidentified vessel Beach pollution incident, clean-up completed. 

EK/089 19-Sep Thames Estuary Oil Fuel  400 litres MV Grande America Oil washed ashore, clean-up completed. 

EK/098 04-Nov 51-40N: 02-13E Chemical Nk Nk MCT  Uct Engle Chemical sheen observed trailing vessel. 

EK/100 18-Nov Harwich Harbour Oil Fuel 50 litres General cargo vessel Clean-up completed. 

EK/101 20-Dec 51-24N: 01-31E Oil Nk 0.06 litres Unidentified vessel Light sheen dispersed naturally. 

EK/103 28-Dec River Thames Other Rape seed 150 litres MT Birthe Theresa Tank valve failed, clean-up completed. 



 

 

4: SOUTHERN ENGLAND (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount  Source Comments 

*SE/570 11-Jan West Wittering Vegetable Palm oil 80 litres Unidentified vessel Clean up completed. 

*SE/124 02-Mar Lymington Marina Oil Diesel Nk RHIBS Vessels caught fire and sank. 

*SE/587 08-Mar Shoreham Oil Diesel 50 litres MFV Olivia Jean Clean-up completed. 

*SE/125 19-Mar Lymington Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre PC Impulse Unburned diesel discharge from exhaust. 

SE/132 02-May Poole Harbour Oil Diesel Nk Pleasure craft Bilge pump-out clean-up completed. 

*SE/126 06-May Lymington Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre Pleasure craft Bilge pump-out sheen dispersed naturally. 

SE/133 08-May Weymouth Harbour Oil Diesel Nk Fishing vessel Dispersed naturally. 

SE/548 12-May 50-35N: 02-20W Oil Diesel Nk Unidentified vessel Possible engine room discharge. 

*SE/135 08-Jun Chichester Harbour Oil Petrol 0.5 litres Pleasure craft Dory capsized. 

SE/136 07-Jun 50-14N: 01-55W Oil Nk 298 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen dispersed by wave action. 

*SE/127 18-Jun Lymington Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre Pleasure craft Bilge pump-out sheen dispersed naturally. 

SE/143 07-Jul Central Solent Oil Diesel Nk Pleasure craft Sheen dispersed naturally. 

*SE/139 07-Jul Chichester Harbour Oil Diesel 0.5 litres Pleasure craft Light sheen dispersed naturally. 

*SE/141 09-Jul Chichester Harbour Oil Diesel 0.5 litres Pleasure craft Light sheen dispersed naturally. 

*SE/128 09-Jul Lymington Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre Pleasure craft Bilge pump-out sheen dispersed naturally. 

*SE/142 15-Jul Eastleigh Oil Diesel 50 litres House boat Vessel sank in boatyard, clean-up completed. 

SE/097 22-Jul 50-24N: 00-23E Oil Nk 36 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen extending for 7.1 km. 

SE/017 30-Jul Hamble Marina Oil Diesel 40 litres Unidentified vessel Clean-up completed. 

*SE/129 26-Sep Lymington Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre Pleasure craft Bilge pump-out sheen dispersed naturally. 

SE/087 30-Sep 50-21N; 00-03W Oil Nk 383 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen dispersed by wave action. 

SE/148 30-Sep 50-21N: 01:00W Oil Nk 341 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen dispersed by wave action. 

SE/149 30-Sep 50-27N: 00-18W Oil Nk 3.2 tonnes Unidentified vessel Sheen extending for 3.5 km. 

SE/150 30-Sep 50-25N: 00-12W Oil Nk 237 litres Unidentified vessel Sheen extending for 2.47 km. 

*SE/151 11-Oct Langstone Harbour Oil Diesel 11.5 litres Fishing vessel Vessel sank on moorings. 

*SE/130 17-Oct Lymington Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre Pleasure craft Bilge pump-out sheen dispersed naturally. 

*SE/256 06-Nov Weymouth Harbour Oil Diesel 2 litres Pleasure craft Clean-up completed. 

*SE/257 06-Nov Weymouth Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre Fishing vessel Suspected bilge pump-out,  

*SE/131 17-Nov Lymington Harbour Oil Diesel 1 litre Pleasure craft Bilge pump-out sheen dispersed naturally. 



 

 

5: SOUTH-WEST ENGLAND (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

*SW/170 13-Apr Fowey Harbour Oil Diesel 90 litres Workboat Vessel sank, clean-up completed. 

SW/552 29-Apr 50-00N: 04-44W Oil Lubrication 4 litres MT Acavus Leaking stern gland. 

*SW/171 16-Jun Falmouth Harbour Oil Diesel 0.5 litres PC Sool Al Mon Bilge pump-out, clean-up completed. 

SW/172 18-Jun 50-39N: 03-03W Oil Diesel Nk MV Icebeam Discharge from faulty overflow pipe. 

SW/553 24-Jun 50-09N: 03-49W Oil Avcat 20 litres HMS Richmond Sheen dispersed by wave action. 

SW/175 06-Jul 50-20N: 04-10W Oil Diesel 30 litres HMS Westminster Spillage during fuel transfer operation. 

SW/176 12-Sep St Ives Harbour Oil Hydraulic 80 litres MV Nordica Loose hose during craning operations. 

*SW/580 16-Sep 50-07N: 04-07W Oil Diesel Nk Unidentified vessel Dispersed naturally. 

SW/178 20-Nov 50-20N: 03-20W Oil Diesel Nk Unidentified vessel Sheen dispersed by wave action. 

SW/179 04-Dec 50-08N: 03-53W Oil Nk Nk Unidentified vessel Sheen dispersed by wave action. 

SW/180 13-Dec Mylor Harbour Oil Diesel Nk Pleasure craft Clean-up completed. 



 

 

6: BRISTOL CHANNEL AND SOUTH WALES (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

*BC/199 28-Jan Saundersfoot Harbour Oil Diesel Nk MFV Golden Promise Clean-up completed. 

*BC/198 26-Feb Milford Haven Oil Reformate 5 litres MT Frank Overflow from deck slop tank. 

*BC/202 22-Apr Milford Dock Oil Diesel 10 litres MFV Vaya Condios Bunkering spill, clean-up completed. 

*BC/207 29-Jun Nolton Haven Oil Fuel Nk Pleasure craft Vehicle and vessel stranded on beach. 

BC/224 09-Oct Milford Haven Oil Diesel 3 litres PC One for the Sea Clean-up completed. 

BC/227 18-Nov Milford Dock Oil Diesel 2 litres MFV Golden Promise Bunkering spill, clean-up completed. 



 

 

7: IRISH SEA (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

IS/556 26-Jan Port of Liverpool Oil Heavy fuel 200 litres MT Henty Progress Clean-up completed. 

IS/269 15-Feb Inner Dundrum Bay Oil Diesel Nk Ex-minesweeper Vessel sank. 

*IS/270 05-May Kilkeel Harbour Oil Diesel Nk Fishing vessel Fuel leaking during breaking-up operation.  

IS/271 12-May Aberystwyth Harbour Oil Diesel 7 litres PC Miss Me  Spill from damaged yacht. 

IS/272 18-May Port Penrhyn Oil Diesel 10 litres Mooring boat Vessel capsized and sank. 

IS/274 09-Jun 55-14N: 06-17W Oil Diesel Nk Lord Rank Sail training vessel capsized. 

*IS/275 11-Jun Penmon Bay, Anglesey Oil Diesel 5 litres PC Crack of Dawn Vessel sank and later refloated. 

IS/276 19-Jul Port of Liverpool Oil Gas 60 tonnes BARGE Henty Supplier Clean-up completed. 

IS/279 09-Sep Silloth Harbour Oil Diesel 40 litres MFV Olivia Jean Bunkering spill, clean-up completed. 

IS/282 22-Sep Porthdinllaen Oil Diesel Nk MFV Buccaneer Vessel sank on moorings. 

*IS/283 13-Oct Rhyl Harbour Oil Lubrication 10 litres MFV Sian Queen Vessel sank. 

IS/288 12-Nov Whitehaven Harbour Oil Diesel 4.5 tonnes Fishing vessel Clean-up completed. 

*IS/290 23-Nov Ramsey Harbour Oil Diesel 40 litres MFV Rival Clean-up completed. 

IS/293 11-Dec Port of Liverpool Oil Heavy fuel 330 tonnes MV Antonis Clean-up completed. 



 

 

8: WESTERN SCOTLAND (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

WS/370 17-May Lochinver Harbour Oil Gas Nk MFV Adventurer II Bunkering spill, clean-up completed. 

WS/561 23-May Oban Harbour Oil Diesel Sheen Workboat Clean-up completed. 

WS/373 31-May 57-31N: 06-24W Oil Diesel Nk MFV New Venture Vessel caught fire and run aground. 

*WS/351 15-Aug Glencaple Oil Diesel Nk PC Alison Louise Oil dispersed naturally. 

WS/383 22-Sep Uig Harbour Oil Diesel 50 litres PC Waterine Denver Vessel capsized and refloated. 

*WS/354 11-Oct Loch Harbour Oil Diesel Nk Workboat Vessel sank on moorings. 

WS/386 02-Nov 56-20N: 06-11W Oil Diesel 100 litres MFV Scarating Spillage during fuel removal operation. 

WS/563 06-Dec Maidens Harbour Oil Diesel Nk MFV Silver Crest Sheen dispersed naturally. 

WS/389 13-Dec Lochinver Harbour Oil Diesel 20 litres PC Freya Vessel sank in harbour and refloated. 



 

 

9: ORKNEY AND SHETLAND ISLANDS (*Incident not identified by a POLREP) 

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

OS/454 24-May Kirkwall  Oil Diesel 10 litres MFV Murray V Clean-up completed. 



 

 

10: EASTERN SCOTLAND (*Incident not identified by a POLREP)    

Reference Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

*ES/1581 07-Jan 58-07N: 01-24W Oil Nk 9 litres Unidentified vessel Reported by Bleo Holm installation. 

*ES/460 01-Feb Port of Leith Oil Lubrication 100 litres MSV Fugro Meridian Clean-up completed. 

*ES/461 08-Feb Anstruther Harbour Oil Diesel 100 litres MFV Reaper Clean-up completed. 

ES/466 20-Mar Hound Point Terminal Oil Crude Nk MT Katja Coupling failure, clean-up completed. 

ES/469 27-Mar Buckie Harbour Oil Diesel Nk MFV Discovery Overflow of header tank. 

ES/565 30-Apr 56-40N: 01-10W Chemical Calcium carbonate Nk Product tanker Discharge via tank washing. 

ES/566 04-May St Andrews Harbour Oil Bilge 5 litres MFV Rose III Bilge pump left on overnight. 

ES/472 06-May 57-58N: 03-02W Other Fish oil Nk MT Frigg Permissible discharge. 

ES/474 19-May Port of Leith Oil Diesel 300 litres MV Orelia Fuel hose failure, clean-up completed. 

*ES/1592 01-Jun 57-48N: 00-58W Oil Nk 130 litres Unidentified vessel Reported by Buzzard installation. 

ES/567 03-Jun 57-09N: 01-47W Oil Lubrication Nk Unidentified vessel Small slick dispersed by wave action. 

*ES/1593 06-Jun 57-48N: 00-58E Oil Nk 0.5 litres Unidentified vessel Reported by Buzzard installation. 

*ES/1594 12-Jun 57-50N: 00-36W Oil Nk Nk Unidentified vessel Reported by GSF Arctic IV installation. 

ES/480 28-Jun Inverness Harbour Oil Gas 10 litres MV Scot Mariner Bunkering spill, sheen dispersed naturally. 

ES/485 05-Jul 57-28N: 01-40W Oil Nk Nk Unidentified vessel Light sheen dispersed by wave action. 

*ES/488 22-Jul Aberdeen Harbour Oil Lubrication 5 litres MSV Sea Cougar Blow back from vent during transfer. 

*ES/490 23-Jul Aberdeen Harbour Oil Diesel 8 litres MSV Vos Conquest Bunkering spill, clean-up completed. 

ES/491 29-Jul Nairn Harbour Oil Diesel Nk Pleasure craft Spillages from 2 vessels during a fire. 

ES/494 01-Aug 57-51N: 00-16W Oil Nk Nk Unidentified vessel Dispersed by wave action. 

*ES/495 05-Aug Aberdeen Harbour Oil Diesel 5 litres MSV Vos Mull Bunkering spill. 

ES/568 05-Aug 55-59N: 02-06W Oil Nk Nk MFV Homeland Light sheen after vessel sank. 

ES/497 06-Aug Aberdeen Harbour Oil Diesel 2 litres MSV Grampian Prince Leaking valve caused discharge. 

*ES/498 15-Aug Montrose Harbour Oil Hydraulic 5 litres MBARGE Reloader Equipment failure on barge. 

*ES/499 26-Aug Montrose Harbour Oil Hydraulic 2 litres MBARGE Reloader Plant hose failure on barge. 

*ES/502 08-Sep Montrose Harbour Oil Hydraulic 5 litres MBARGE Reloader Plant hose failure on barge. 

*ES/500 14-Sep Aberdeen Harbour Oil Diesel 20 litres MSV Highland Pride Fuel line fractured within a tank. 

*ES/503 12-Oct Montrose Harbour Oil Diesel 17 litres MFV Serenity Clean-up completed. 

*ES/505 04-Nov Montrose Harbour Oil Hydraulic 5 litres MBARGE Reloader Equipment failure on barge. 

ES/511 10-Dec Aberdeen Harbour Oil Hydraulic 2 litres MDREDGER CW6565 Hose split on the onboard digger. 



 

 

11: UKCS OIL AND GAS INSTALLATION ACCIDE NTAL DISCHARGES. 

Reference  Date Location Category Type Amount Source Comments 

UKCS/1150 3-Jan 53-27N: 01-43E Oil Condensate 0.003 tonnes Clipper North  Leaking bandlock seal on filter vessel top cover. 

UKCS/1151 4-Jan 58-17N: 00-12E Chemical Oceanic HW540E 1000 kg Scott Subsea hydraulic fluid leak. 

UKCS/1152 7-Jan 57-38N: 01-24E Chemical DF1 Base Oil 1014 kg Sedco 711 Loss of pressure on slip joint lower packer. 

UKCS/1153 7-Jan 57-43N: 00-54E Oil Oily water  0.056 tonnes Forties Delta Diesel bunkering operations. 

UKCS/1154 12-Jan 53-23N: 02-31E Oil Diesel 0.00105944 tonnes 49/18B Diesel storage tank. 

UKCS/1155 14-Jan 56-27N: 02-17E Chemical Asphaltene Inhibitor 1570 kg Clyde Failure of subsea line. 

UKCS/1156 15-Jan 57-05N: 00-53E Chemical Brayco Micronic  82.2 kg Triton FPSO Leaking vent port during well intervention work. 

UKCS/1157 16-Jan 57-17N: 00-12E Chemical Oceanic HW540E 426 kg Scott Leaking hydraulic supply to subsea injection cluster. 

UKCS/1158 16-Jan 60-10N: 04-16W Chemical Oceanic HW540E 0.3 kg Petrojarl Foinaven Leak from hydraulic block in riser monitoring system. 

UKCS/1159 17-Jan 58-07N: 03-05W Oil Crude 0.001 tonnes Beatrice Alpha Ruptured oily water residue container tote. 

UKCS/1160 17-Jan 53-33N: 00-52E Oil Diesel 0.0344 tonnes Pickerill A Bunkering operations. 

UKCS/1161 18-Jan 53-05N: 02-32E Oil Mobil DTE 13 0.005 tonnes Thames Alpha Hydraulic hose failure. 

UKCS/1162 19-Jan 57-49N: 00-56W Chemical Stack Magic Eco-F 1 kg GSF Arctic IV Pressure loss to system. 

UKCS/1163 21-Jan 53-21N: 01-18E Oil Diesel 0.003 tonnes Waveney Diesel bunkering operations. 

UKCS/1164 21-Jan 60-32N: 01-54E Chemical Oceanic HW 443 2100 kg Dunbar System controls failure. 

UKCS/1165 23-Jan 56-41N: 02-14E Oil Hyspin AWH46 0.00013 tonnes Ensco 102 Damaged hose on BOP hoist causing oil spray. 

UKCS/1166 24-Jan 54-03N: 00-43E Oil Hyspin AWH15 0.005 tonnes Ravenspurn North Loose hydraulic cabinet fitting. 

UKCS/1167 25-Jan 57-49N: 00-56W Oil Shell Tellus 22 0.01 tonnes GSF Arctic IV Burst main feed hose on ROV. 

UKCS/1168 26-Jan 60-18N: 04-20W Chemical Water based mud 778 kg Paul B Lloyd Jnr Cause unknown at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1169 27-Jan 58-13N: 01-06E Chemical Pelagic 100 1280 kg Balmoral FPV Subsea valve hydraulic supply. 

UKCS/1170 29-Jan 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.000012 tonnes Alwyn North Blockage of drains gully. 

UKCS/1171 30-Jan 53-11N: 02-51E Oil Shell Turbo T46 0.002 tonnes Sean Papa Oil drain left open. 

UKCS/1172 30-Jan 54-03N: 00-54E Oil Hydraulic  0.1 tonnes Ravenspurn Bravo Failure of an O ring on a solenoid operated valve. 



 

 

UKCS/1173 31-Jan 58-07N: 01-24W Oil Unknown 0.001 tonnes Bleo Holm Drive end of water injection pump B failure. 

UKCS/1174 2-Feb 54-03N: 00-43E Oil Diesel 0.01 tonnes Ravenspurn North Bunkering hose connection failure. 

UKCS/1175 3-Feb 060-21N: 04-04W Oil Diesel 0.0005 tonnes Schiehallion Pin hole leak in diesel bunkering hose. 

UKCS/1176 3-Feb 53-27N :01-43E Oil Produced water 0.1 tonnes Clipper North Skid bund filled with water and overflowed to sea. 

UKCS/1177 4-Feb 57-48N: 00-58W Chemical Barite 500 kg Galaxy III Damaged hose during bulk transfer. 

UKCS/1178 6-Feb 58-07N: 01-24W Oil Diesel 0.003 tonnes Bleo Holm Obstruction on non hazardous drains tank. 

UKCS/1179 6-Feb 60-48N :01-44E Oil Oily drains water 0.000018 tonnes Alwyn North Discharge from overboard drain line. 

UKCS/1181 7-Feb 60-32N: 01-54E Chemical TROS 518 3 kg Dunbar Leak on stab plate jumper. 

UKCS/1182 7-Feb 58-18N: 01-46W Oil Lubrication 0.0005 tonnes Captain WPPA Blockage of drain strainers. 

UKCS/1183 8-Feb 57-48N: 00-58W Chemical Environmul OBM 1 kg Galaxy III Inadvertent operation of mud system valves. 

UKCS/1184 8-Feb 57-39N: 01-08E Oil Diesel 0.096 tonnes Nelson Automatic valve shut in during bunkering. 

UKCS/1185 9-Feb 57-11N: 00-44E Chemical Nuto 22  2 kg JW McLean Subsea ROV system quick disconnect failure. 

UKCS/1186 9-Feb 56-27N: 02-17E Chemical Interline 399 1.85 kg Clyde Failed crimp between hoses whilst spraying. 

UKCS/1187 11-Feb 56-41N: 02-14E Oil Brayco Micronic  0.008 tonnes Joanne Leak detected on LP hydraulic jumper. 

UKCS/1188 12-Feb 61-21N: 01-34E Oil Produced water 0.00225 tonnes Thistle Alpha Produced water discharge overflow. 

UKCS/1189 12-Feb 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily drains water 0.00000375 tonnes Alwyn North Discharge from overboard drain line. 

UKCS/1190 12-Feb 59-44N: 01-40E Oil Hyspin 15 0.00000375 tonnes Bruce Source B3-A diverter valve compression fitting. 

UKCS/1191 12-Feb 61-21N: 01-34E Oil Crude 0.003 tonnes Thistle Alpha Removal of HP drilling riser. 

UKCS/1192 13-Feb 56-27N: 02-17E Oil Crude 0.00106 tonnes Clyde Source flange connection on transfer pump. 

UKCS/1193 13-Feb 57-05N: 00-51E Oil Brayco Micronic  0.00164 tonnes Well Enhancer Loose fitting connector locking vent cap. 

UKCS/1194 14-Feb 60-48N: 01-26E Oil Oily water 0.01 tonnes Ninian Southern Source oily water caisson system. 

UKCS/1195 16-Feb 58-02N: 01-08E Chemical TEG/EC1389B 20.5 kg Britannia Leak from pipework associated with waste heat recovery unit. 

UKCS/1196 16-Feb 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily drains water 0.00003 tonnes Alwyn North Source overboard drain line. 

UKCS/1197 18-Feb 53-26N: 2-19E Oil Hydraulic  0.0001 tonnes Viking Bravo Failure of hydraulic starter motor. 

UKCS/1198 19-Feb 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Unknown 0.00036 tonnes Alwyn North Investigation ongoing at time of reporting. 



 

 

UKCS/1199 20-Feb 57-54N: 01-24E Oil Diesel 0.817 tonnes Sevan Voyageur Damaged hose during bunkering operations. 

UKCS/1200 20-Feb 54-02N: 00-43E Oil Produced Water 0.000001 tonnes Cleeton Leak from flange on bridal drain valve. 

UKCS/1201 20-Feb 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Diesel 0.0018 tonnes Alwyn North Leakage during bunkering operation. 

UKCS/1202 21-Feb 60-18N: 04-20W Chemical Carbosea OBM 36 kg Paul B Lloyd Jnr Cuttings skip lurching and vessel movement causing tilt. 

UKCS/1203 23-Feb 57-39N: 01-08E Oil Diesel 0.0019 tonnes Nelson Leaking fitting on bunkering hose. 

UKCS/1204 23-Feb 58-43N: 01-24E Oil ATK 0.0024 tonnes Miller  Bund release of deluge skid. 

UKCS/1205 25-Feb 60-48N:01-44E Oil Oily water 0.0000015 tonnes Alwyn North Oily drainage water from overboard drains. 

UKCS/1206 26-Feb 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.00003 tonnes Alwyn North Oily drainage water from overboard drains. 

UKCS/1207 27-Feb 60-10N: 04-16W Oil Diesel 0.034 tonnes Foinaven Ruptured hose during bunkering operations. 

UKCS/1208 1-Mar 58-17N: 00-12E Oil Oily water  0.046 tonnes Scott  Hole on the closed drains system suction line. 

UKCS/1209 1-Mar 61-29N: 01-27E Chemical Transaqua HT2 483 kg Northern Producer        Loose subsea jumper fitting. 

UKCS/1210 4-Mar 60-18N: 04-20W Chemical Drilling fluid  1 kg Paul B Lloyd Jnr Slip joint packer failure. 

UKCS/1211 4-Mar 57-11N: 00-44E Chemical Brayco Micronic 118.5 kg Triton FPSO Subsea hydraulic fluid leak. 

UKCS/1212 4-Mar 57-11N: 00-44E Chemical Brayco Micronic  118.5 kg Triton FPSO Leak in hose/fitting assembly. 

UKCS/1213 5-Mar 53-30N: 02-10E Chemical Aqualink 300E 3024 kg Alison Subsea control modules. 

UKCS/1214 5-Mar 57-11N: 00-44E Chemical Methanol 85.37 kg Triton FPSO Leak in hose/fitting assembly. 

UKCS/1215 6-Mar 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Diesel 0.00656 tonnes 47/3B Discharge from jacket fire pump overboard caisson. 

UKCS/1216 6-Mar 53-11N: 02-51 Chemical TEG 2 kg Sean Papa Pump P1104 bleed valve knocked open. 

UKCS/1217 6-Mar 60-18N: 04-20W Chemical Houghto-Safe  159 kg Paul B Lloyd Jnr Damaged BOP control pod hose in moonpool. 

UKCS/1218 7-Mar 58-02N: 01-08E Chemical Environmul OBM 2 kg Britannia Vacuum line in wrong position. 

UKCS/1219 7-Mar 60-32N: 01-54 Chemical Oceanic HW 443 4125 kg Dunbar Leak during unlatching operation. 

UKCS/1220 7-Mar 57-11N: 00-44E Chemical Brayco Micronic  0.1 kg Triton FPSO Leaking fitting. 

UKCS/1221 8-Mar 58-12N: 00-33W Oil Hyspin AWH46 0.006 tonnes GSF Arctic IV Hydraulic hose failure. 

UKCS/1222 8-Mar 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.0000135 tonnes Alwyn North Diesel contaminated water in drains. 

UKCS/1223 9-Mar 58-12N: 00-33W Chemical Stack Magic Eco 2273 kg GSF Arctic IV Podnot fully seated after running BOP. 



 

 

UKCS/1224 9-Mar 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.00504 tonnes Alwyn North Diesel contaminated water in drains. 

UKCS/1225 10-Mar 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Diesel/oil mix 0.00015 tonnes 47/3b Under investigation at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1226 11-Mar 58-13N: 01-06E Chemical Compenol  5 kg Balmoral FPV Leak on heave compensation system topside equipment. 

UKCS/1227 11-Mar 53-05N: 02-09E Oil Diesel 0.00003 tonnes Leman Charlie Loose stem seal retainer nut on diesel fill line. 

UKCS/1228 11-Mar 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Drainage water 0.00000375 tonnes Alwyn North Damage to lip of the overflow stand pipe cap. 

UKCS/1229 12-Mar 57-54N: 00-36W Oil Transaqua HT2 0.00003213 tonnes Transocean Prospect Leaking fitting on subsea safety valve control line at stab plate. 

UKCS/1230 12-Mar 57-19N: 01-04E Oil Hyspin AWS32 0.00022 tonnes Sedco 711 ROV hydraulic supply hose snagged during operational activity. 

UKCS/1231 12-Mar 61-14N: 01-08E Chemical Versapro OBM 55000 kg North Cormorant Blocked mud flow line. 

UKCS/1232 16-Mar 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Drainage water 0.00000225 tonnes Alwyn North Suspected restriction in P01 drains header. 

UKCS/1233 16-Mar 53-30N: 02-10E Chemical Aqualink 330 kg KX Subsea In service failure of the subsea control manifold. 

UKCS/1234 17-Mar 54-02N:00-43E Chemical Methanol 83 kg Cleeton Leak from hose during methanol bunkering operations. 

UKCS/1235 17-Mar 61-29N: 01-27E Chemical Bactron B2090 654 kg Northern Producer Seawater injection line control valve defective. 

UKCS/1236 20-Mar 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Diesel/oil mix 0.00065 tonnes 47/3b Investigation ongoing at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1237 20-Mar 60-41N: 02-32W Oil Crude 0.00144 tonnes Clair Spill when disposing of waste oil. 

UKCS/1238 21-Mar 54-02N:0-43 Chemical Oceanic HW540E 7.5 kg Cleeton Leak from valve. 

UKCS/1239 23-Mar 58-47N: 01-20E Oil Lubrication 2.5 tonnes Brae Bravo Compressor lube seal oil tank to open storm drain to sea. 

UKCS/1240 24-Mar 60-21N: 04-04W Chemical Methanol 20 kg Schiehallion Leaking chemical core with in chemical injector riser. 

UKCS/1241 25-Mar 57-48N: 00-58W Oil Crude/diesel 0.088 tonnes Buzzard Open hazardous drains tank. 

UKCS/1242 25-Mar 59-16N: 01-30E Chemical Erifon 818 25 kg Harding Ruptured hydraulic hose. 

UKCS/1243 25-Mar 56-47N: 02-03E Chemical Oil based mud 25000 kg Galaxy II Mud flowline overflowed to BOP setback area. 

UKCS/1244 26-Mar 57-19N: 01-04E Oil Unknown 0.000002 tonnes Sedco 711 Poor weather conditions caused rig surface oil residue droplets to sea. 

UKCS/1245 28-Mar 60-37N: 01-39E Oil Unknown 0.001 tonnes Dunbar Oil residues from decks to open drains system by rain water. 

UKCS/1246 28-Mar 57-39N: 01-08E Oil Hydraulic fluid 0.1002 tonnes Nelson Suspected subsea leakage. 

UKCS/1247 29-Mar 57-22N: 01-59E Chemical MEG 96 kg ETAP Open valves allowing MEG to drain from wire-line lubricator. 

UKCS/1248 29-Mar 54-02N: 00-43E Chemical Methanol 26 kg Cleeton Seal failure on gauge fitting. 



 

 

UKCS/1249 29-Mar 57-00N: 01-17E Chemical Pelagic 100 1000 kg Petrojarl Banff Subsea control modules. 

UKCS/1250 30-Mar 59-44N: 01-40E Oil Unknown 0.00023 tonnes Bruce Non hazardous open drains overflow. 

UKCS/1251 31-Mar 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.00011025 tonnes Alwyn North High level in classified open drains tank. 

UKCS/1252 1-Apr 58-02N: 01-08E Oil Condensate 0.0324 tonnes Britannia Failure of aromatic recovery unit glands on pump. 

UKCS/1253 9-Apr 56-41N: 02-20E Oil Hydraulic  0.004 tonnes Judy Failure of pressure safety valve. 

UKCS/1269 9-Apr 56-54N: 01-14E Oil Crude 4.23 tonnes Petrojarl Banff Under investigation at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1254 10-Apr 61-21N: 01-34E Oil Crude 0.004 tonnes Thistle Alpha Stem packing of lower master valve potentially failed. 

UKCS/1255 10-Apr 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.000000135 tonnes Alwyn North Oil contaminated water in the classified open drains tank. 

UKCS/1256 10-Apr 58-00N: 01-00E Oil Crude  0.012 tonnes Alba North Sample point drain overflow at level 2 export process oil cooler area. 

UKCS/1257 11-Apr 58-07N: 01-24W Chemical Oceanic HW 443 400 kg Bleo Holm Under investigation at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1258 12-Apr 58-02N: 01-24E Chemical Smar Shim Resin  0.001 kg Andrew Hose failure. 

UKCS/1259 13-Apr 61-21N: 01-34E Oil Crude 0.001 tonnes Thistle Alpha Discharge from hose used in cleaning process. 

UKCS/1260 14-Apr 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.000006 tonnes Alwyn North Oil contaminated water in the classified open drains tank. 

UKCS/1261 15-Apr 56-47N: 02-03E Oil Crude 0.002 tonnes Galaxy II Small residue of oil / water in lines to flare boom burner heads. 

UKCS/1262 16-Apr 60-51N: 01-28E Oil Lubrication 0.05 tonnes Ninian Central Loss of oil via instrument oil trap line from atomising air compressor. 

UKCS/1263 17-Apr 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.0000075 tonnes Alwyn North Blocked drain gully outlet. 

UKCS/1264 19-Apr 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily Water 0.00005625 tonnes Alwyn North Rise in sump level caused overflow to standpipe. 

UKCS/1265 19-Apr 61-14N: 01-08E Oil Crude 0.82 tonnes North Cormorant Hazardous drains tank piping connection developed a hole. 

UKCS/1266 20-Apr 58-25N: 00-19W Chemical XC 85293  0.2 kg Claymore Alpha Source isolation valve on the B04 seawater injection well.  

UKCS/1267 22-Apr 56-55N: 01-1E Oil Hydraulic 0.00087 tonnes Seawell Hose leak on the electrical compensator. 

UKCS/1268 23-Apr 60-18N: 04-20W Chemical Stack Magic Eco-F 1 kg Paul B Lloyd Jnr Hose leaking when BOP function operated. 

UKCS/1270 24-Apr 58-06N: 01-26E Oil Hydraulic  0.017 tonnes Byford Dolphin Burst hose on ROV hydraulic system. 

UKCS/1271 25-Apr 53-48N: 01-12E Chemical Oceanic HW540E 11 kg Hoton Leak of hydraulic gauge on topsides hydraulic supply. 

UKCS/1272 25-Apr 58-07N: 03-05W Oil Diesel 0.00696 tonnes Beatrice Alpha Drain hose joint disconnection. 

UKCS/1273 26-Apr 57-01N: 01-57E Oil Lube/Seal oil 0.004 tonnes Shearwater Overflow of open hazardous drains. 



 

 

UKCS/1274 26-Apr 61-03N: 01-42E Oil Diesel 0.09 tonnes Brent Bravo Split hose during bunkering operations. 

UKCS/1275 27-Apr 57-16N: 00-49E Oil Hydraulic  0.00174 tonnes Seawell Burst hose on workclass ROV function arm. 

UKCS/1276 27-Apr 57-01N: 01-57E Chemical Methanol 12463 kg Shearwater Leakage on subsea injection system. 

UKCS/1277 28-Apr 59-16N: 01-30E Chemical Erifon 818 24.9 kg Harding Loss of pressure on cylinder. 

UKCS/1278 29-Apr 53-43N: 02-46E Chemical Transaqua HT2 800 kg Grove Hydraulic reservoir tubing / connection broken. 

UKCS/1279 29-Apr 57-15N: 00-28E Oil 37 API 0.15 tonnes JW McLean Drop out of flaring system. 

UKCS/1280 29-Apr 59-16N: 01-30E Oil Hyspin AWHM32 0.00174 tonnes Harding Under investigation at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1281 30-Apr 57-48N: 00-58W Oil Crude 0.00053 tonnes Buzzard Open hazardous drains tank. 

UKCS/1282 2-May 53-27N: 01-43E Oil Hydraulic  0.0005 tonnes Clipper North Aging of fitting/ threads at connection point on FWV. 

UKCS/1608 2-May 61-21N: 01-34E Oil Crude 0.003 tonnes Thistle Alpha Slot 35 abandonment operations. 

UKCS/1283 5-May 58-02N: 01-08E Chemical TEG & EC1389B 321.33 kg Brittania Undetected corrosion under installation 

UKCS/1284 5-May 56-27N: 02-17E Chemical Transaqua HT2 15335 kg Clyde Suspected hydraulic leak from subsea valve. 

UKCS/1285 6-May 53-43N :02-46E Chemical Transaqua HT2 3.5 kg Grove Whilst pressurising WHCp leak occurred. 

UKCS/1286 6-May 61-07N: 01-44E Oil Diesel 0.01 tonnes Brent Delta Damaged bunkering hose. 

UKCS/1287 7-May 58-17N: 00-12E Chemical Oceanic HW540E 530 kg Scott Suspected leak of hydraulic fluid. 

UKCS/1288 8-May 61-16N: 01-35E Oil Brayco Micronic 0.005 tonnes Dunlin Hydraulic oil leak from high pressure hydraulic system  

UKCS/1289 8-May 58-12N: 00-33E Chemical Environmul OBM 3918 kg GSF Arctic IV Overspill from diverter. 

UKCS/1290 10-May 59-36N: 01-30E Chemical RX5227 9.034 kg Beryl Bravo Sudden drop in pressure during hydro test of riser and flowline. 

UKCS/1291 11-May 57-17N: 01-39E Chemical TEG 3040 kg ETAP Glycol pump seal failure. 

UKCS/1292 11-May 58-19N: 00-43E Chemical Glycol 851 kg North Sea Producer Loss of containment on cooling medium return line. 

UKCS/1293 12-May 57-42N: 01-01E Oil Crude/water mix 0.09 tonnes Forties Echo 1/2" hose connection cap blow off. 

UKCS/1294 15-May 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.0000675 tonnes Alwyn North Source wet deluge testing in module DC1 waste oil diesel package. 

UKCS/1295 16-May 57-11N: 00-18E Chemical WD1000 198 kg Triton FPSO Connection of methanol umbilical failure. 

UKCS/1296 16-May 57-11N: 00-18E Chemical Methanol 22 kg Triton FPSO Connection of methanol umbilical failure. 

UKCS/1297 18-May 58-00N: 01-00E Oil Crude 0.00022 tonnes Alba North Weeping gland on stem of valve. 



 

 

UKCS/1298 19-May 54-02N: 00-43E Oil Diesel 0.000001 tonnes Cleeton Leakage during maintenance on fire pump. 

UKCS/1298 20-May 53-33N: 00-52E Oil Hydraulic  0.1 tonnes Amethyst B1D Leak from well control valve. 

UKCS/1299 20-May 57-43N: 00-50E Oil Diesel 0.015 tonnes Forties Charlie Under investigation at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1300 23-May 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Hydraulic  0.000000075 tonnes Alwyn North Failure of valve seal on crane hydraulic system. 

UKCS/1301 23-May 57-39N: 01-08E Oil Diesel 0.002706 tonnes Nelson Hose connection failure. 

UKCS/1302 23-May 58-43N: 01-24E Oil Hydraulic  0.0005 tonnes Miller Failed hose in engine compartment. 

UKCS/1303 23-May 59-16N: 01-30E Oil Oily water 0.00045 tonnes Harding Blocked oily water drain adjacent to baker panel overflowed. 

UKCS/1304 23-May 54-03N: 00-54E Oil Hyspin AWHM15 0.00086 tonnes Ravenspurn Bravo Oil seep from hydraulic control pipework. 

UKCS/1305 25-May 57-19N: 01-04E Oil Hyspin 0.00026 tonnes Sedco 711 Loose fitting on ROV manipulator arm. 

UKCS/1306 26-May 59-36N: 01-30E Chemical TROS 650 109.79 kg Beryl Bravo  Source subsea flowline protection. 

UKCS/1307 27-May 58-07N: 03-05W Oil Diesel 0.00012 tonnes Beatrice Alpha Diesel from crane refuelling 

UKCS/1308 29-May 53-57N:00-35E Chemical Oceanic HW540E 86 kg Minerva Oil seep from hydraulic control pipework. 

UKCS/1309 29-May 58-17N: 00-12E Chemical Biotreat 7407 150 kg Scott Valve handle knocked off seat.  

UKCS/1310 30-May 59-44N: 01-40E Chemical Oceanic HW 443 1170 kg Bruce Leakage from stab connector on hydraulic control jumper. 

UKCS/1311 31-May 60-57N: 00-56E Oil Oily water 0.003 tonnes Heather Alpha Source collection tank for contaminated water. 

UKCS/1312 1-Jun 60-32N: 01-54E Chemical Oceanic HW 443 680 kg Dunbar Leakage during de-isolation operations. 

UKCS/1313 1-Jun 53-11N: 02-29E Oil Hyspin AWHM15 0.08 tonnes 23E Bessemer Accumulator bladder and bursting disc ruptured.  

UKCS/1314 2-Jun 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily water 0.00015 tonnes Alwyn North Hole formed in drain when being flushed clean. 

UKCS/1315 2-Jun 57-27N :01-28E Oil Lube Oil  0.0035 tonnes Montrose Lube oil leakage from seal on submersible fire pump. 

UKCS/1316 2-Jun 58-21N: 00-52E Oil Condensate 0.040729 tonnes GPIII / Donan Emanating from the cargo tank vent. 

UKCS/1317 3-Jun 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Diesel 0.000000004 tonnes Alwyn North Hole in bunkering hose. 

UKCS/1318 3-Jun 61-16N: 01-35E Oil Brayco Micronic 0.054 tonnes Dunlin Flowline connector failure during subsea tree recovery. 

UKCS/1319 4-Jun 61-16N: 00-55E Oil Process 0.005 tonnes Tern Alpha Drain confusion when routing process fluids during flushing activities. 

UKCS/1320 5-Jun 57-43N: 00-58E Oil Diesel 0.384tonnes Forties Alpha Failure of diesel bunkering hose. 

UKCS/1321 5-Jun 56-44N: 01-19E Oil Condensate 0.003 tonnes Maersk Curlew Drain line valve 'knocked' during lagging operations. 



 

 

UKCS/1322 6-Jun 57-17N: 02-10E Oil Unknown 0.001 tonnes Lomond Open drains caisson during flushing operation. 

UKCS/1323 7-Jun 59-22N: 01-32E Oil Crude 0.48 tonnes NTVL Fall out from well test flare boom. 

UKCS/1324 8-Jun 59-16N: 01-30E Chemical Brine 0.07 kg Harding Source slot 4 high pressure riser. 

UKCS/1325 8-Jun 58-25N: 00-19W Chemical FFFP 3%  40 kg Claymore Alpha Corroded supply line to firemain failed. 

UKCS/1326 9-Jun 53-26N: 02-19E Oil Waste  0.000089 tonnes Viking Bravo Source closed drains system. 

UKCS/1327 9-Jun 53-57N: 00-35E Chemical Oceanic HW 540 34 kg Minerva Hydraulic fluid from split hose lost to sea. 

UKCS/1328 10-Jun 61-00N: 03-52W Oil Mobil DTE 13 0.008 tonnes Hugin Explorer ROV hydraulic system hose failure. 

UKCS/1329 11-Jun 57-48N: 00-58W Oil Diesel 0.0005 tonnes Safe Bristolia Drain line under deck, slight leak in pipe. 

UKCS/1330 12-Jun 59-44N: 01-40E Oil Perfecto T32 0.00024 tonnes Bruce Overspill of absorbent portable bund during wet deluge testing. 

UKCS/1331 12-Jun 54-02N: 00-43E Chemical Methanol 0.0015 kg Cleeton Fitting lost to sea via deck grating. 

UKCS/1332 12-Jun 52-59N: 02-44E Chemical MEG 1 kg Welland Minor escape during cuttings process. 

UKCS/1333 12-Jun 52-59N: 02-44E Oil Condensate 0.001 tonnes Welland Minor escape of entrained oil from pipeline. 

UKCS/1334 13-Jun 53-00N: 02-39E Chemical Transaqua HT 0.5 kg Welland Well  Redundant umbilical line to subsea wellhead. 

UKCS/1335 13-Jun 57-00N: 01-50E Oil Condensate 0.0005 tonnes Elgin WHP Leak from fitting on wireline equipment. 

UKCS/1336 13-Jun 53-27N: 01-43E Oil Condensate 0.0005 tonnes Clipper North Corrugated plate separator level control failure. 

UKCS/1337 13-Jun 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Oily water 0.004 tonnes 47/3B Open deck drains during fire pump testing. 

UKCS/1338 13-Jun 53-50N: 00-26E Oil Diesel 0.0005 tonnes 47/3B Minor discharge from diesel fuel line. 

UKCS/1339 13-Jun 53-00N: 02-39E Chemical MEG 0.5 kg Welland Minor escape during cuttings process. 

UKCS/1340 14-Jun 57-45N: 01-48E Oil Hyspin 46 0.001 tonnes North Everest Crane hydraulic hose leak. 

UKCS/1341 15-Jun 60-37N: 01-39E Oil Diesel 0.025 tonnes Safe Caledonia Bunkering hose failure. 

UKCS/1342 15-Jun 53-27N: 01-43E Oil Condensate 0.005 tonnes Clipper North Failure of caisson pump. 

UKCS/1343 16-Jun 56-41N: 02-20E Oil Diesel 0.00088 tonnes Judy Drain valve left in open position.  

UKCS/1344 16-Jun 53-11N: 02-29E Chemical MEG 3500 kg 23E Bessemer Ruptured line / connection from subsea wellhead. 

UKCS/1345 17-Jun 60-48N: 01-44E Oil Oily waste 0.000007 tonnes Alwyn North Suspected oil contaminated water from drainline on mud tank. 

UKCS/1346 17-Jun 56-23N: 02-15E Oil Unknown 0.001 tonnes Janice Pin hole leak on external bilge transfer line. 



 

 

UKCS/1347 17-Jun 58-21N: 00-52E Chemical Transaqua HT2 1371.36 kg GPIII / Donan Leak occurred when valves operated and in the open position. 

UKCS/1348 19-Jun 61-06N: 01-04E Oil Crude 0.0003 tonnes Cormorant Alpha Source electric line grease head assembly on well wireline lubricator. 

UKCS/1349 19-Jun 59-16N: 01-30E Oil Hyspin AWH 0.00087 tonnes Harding Cause under investigation at time of reporting. 

UKCS/1350 20-Jun 60-58N: 03-55W Oil Mobil DTE 13 0.008 tonnes Hugin Explorer ROV hydraulic hose failure. 

UKCS/1351 20-Jun 61-19N: 01-32E Chemical High Shear bond  129.15 kg Well Enhancer Loss in weight of electric wireline toolstring. 

UKCS/1352 21-Jun 60-18N: 04-20W Chemical Base oil 0.085 kg Paul B Lloyd Jnr Fluids released from steam exchanger overboard vent line. 

UKCS/1353 21-Jun 60-51N: 01-28E Oil Diesel 0.0025 tonnes Ninian Central Failure to purge air checks valve. 

UKCS/1354 21-Jun 59-44N: 01-40E Oil Hyspin 15 0.1 tonnes Bruce Flow wing valve hydraulic hose failure. 

UKCS/1355 22-Jun 59-32N: 01-32E Oil Crude 0.001 tonnes Beryl Alpha Sump oil tank on NE corner overflowed. 

UKCS/1356 23-Jun 53-05N: 02-07E Oil Hydraulic  0.01 tonnes Leman AD2 Hydraulic oil supply tubing parted at coupling. 

UKCS/1357 24-Jun 60-41N: 02-32W Chemical TEG 2426.22 kg Clair Cooling medium discharge into open drains system. 

UKCS/1358 26-Jun 59-36N: 01-30E Chemical TROS 650 107 kg Beryl Bravo Failure in riser and subsea flowline. 

UKCS/1359 26-Jun 60-18N: 04-20W Chemical Oily deck water 0.04 kg Paul B Lloyd Jnr Blocked drain. 

UKCS/1360 26-Jun 57-17N: 01-39E Oil Hydraulic  0.000875 tonnes ETAP Failed O-Ring on the filter block telltale. 

UKCS/1361 26-Jun 53-25N: 02-22E Oil Diesel 0.001 tonnes Viking CD Generation house sump overflow. 

UKCS/1362 26-Jun 61-03N: 01-42E Oil Crude 0.0004 tonnes Brent Charlie Redundant drain line. 

UKCS/1363 26-Jun 58-27N: 00-15E Chemical Oceanic HW 740R 4700 kg Piper 'B' Subsea hydraulic leak. 

UKCS/1364 29-Jun 61-19N: 01-32E Oil Gas & crude oil 0.0751 tonnes Dunlin Leak detected in the flexible flow line. 

UKCS/1365 29-Jun 61-21N: 01-34E Oil Hyspin AWHM32 0.0034 tonnes Thistle Alpha Loose hose connection.  

UKCS/1366 30-Jun 56-29N: 02-09E Oil Crude 0.049 tonnes Fulmar A Pin hole leak caused by suspected galvanic corrosion. 

UKCS/1367 30-Jun 54-16N: 02-19E Chemical Aqualink 300E 371 kg Murdoch  Source subsea wellhead template. 

UKCS/1368 30-Jun 61-06N: 01-04E Oil Diesel 0.1 tonnes Cormorant Alpha Drains coalescer auto drains pump P-6560 failed. 

UKCS/1369 1-Jul 57-22N: 01-59E Oil Hydraulic  0.000369 tonnes ETAP Failure of valve actuator. 

UKCS/1370 2-Jul 58-18N: 01-45W Oil Hydraulic  0.00006 tonnes Captain FPSO Residual deck oil passed by scuppers following rainfall. 

UKCS/1371 3-Jul 53-27N: 01-43E Oil Condensate 0.0001 tonnes Clipper North Small leak on filter lid seal. 




